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CHAP. E* 


Ar Exhortation t0 an Holy Life, with Motive! 
thereto. | 


| there are in the World which profeſs Chriſtianlty, 
but alſo of thoſe wha do profeſs ir, how few there 
are comparatlyely that liye accgrgi 


T* yery fad ts conſider, not only how few Nations 


ro their Profeſſion. 
\Whyi<fors 5+ wall beicems all Chriſt's fairhful Servants, 


eſpecially the Miniſters of his Goſpel, ro uſe their utmoſt 
Endeayours, by Life and Do&rin, by publick and private 
Exhortations, by preaching and writing, and by all the 
Ways they are capable, to promote true Piery and Holl- 
neſs amongſt all ſorts of Mev, whether high or low,rich 
or por, without which no Man can be happy, cither in 
this World, or that to come. And though I weltknow 
that, thanks be to God, we abound with- Mulcirudes of 
excellent Books written to this End ; yer are not ſuch 
ſhort Infiru&ions as theſe that follow, ro be condemned 
as uſelefs, fince they willit's like, be more generally diſ- 
perſed,ard that amongſt the very meaneſt of. the People, 
and may more eafily be read and remembred by ſuch as 


*H1ve neither Time' to read large Books, nor Mony to buy 


them.With ſuch as theſe I have occaſion often to meer,and 
for their Sakes chiefly it is thar I publiſh chis lirtle Paper 3 
being encouraged therero by ſome pious Perſons, bothof - 
City and Country, who incend to giye ſome of them a- 
way to poor People abuur them, and thought others 
might do the like, And may it pleaſe God to giyc a Bleſ- 
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fing to ſuch a mean Undertaking as this, atid ſucceed it 
xo the Good of Souls. I ſhall litcle regard the Cenſures of 
the Curious: Remenbring the Saying I have ſomwhere 
met wich of a devout Writer to this purpoſe, That he 
was defirous his Books ſhould be ſcattered abroad upon 
Pedlers Stalls, and thence come into the Hands of com- 
mon People, for the encreafing of Knowledg and Piety, 
rather than be ſolemnly laid up and buried in the Libra- 
ries of the Learned. 

Wherefore, without any more Preface, I ſhall addrefs 
my ſelf royou, for whoſe ſake I write theſe Lines, as a 
Perſwaſive to au holy and religious Life. Now, In or- 
der thereto, let me beſeech you to look back upon your 
Lives paſt and call your ſelves to account, wherheric 
has been your Care and Study to live in ſuch a Godly 
Manner as becomes thoſe who are baprized In the 
Name of Chrift and after him are called Chriſtlans. 
Have you well confidered what is the meaning of this 
Name, and what Engagement you lie under to any. holy 
Life by raking it upon you in Baptiſm? And do you keep 
weelt im And yome Napeifenal Vouwy, wherein you Tenoun- 


ced the Devil, the World; and the Fiem ; and promiſed / 


to be Chrift's faithful Soldiers and Servants, and ſo to 
continue all the Days of your Life ? Have you fo far un- 
derftood and confidered theſe things,that you have made 
jr your chief Bufineſs ro walk accordingly? Do you watch 
carefully, and fighr manfully againſt your ſpiritual Ene- 
mies? Do you live as thoſe that believe the Goſpel; fincere- 
ly endeayouring in all things to know the Will of God,and 
do ir? Since you take Chriſt's Name in your Mouth, are 
you careful ro depart from all Injquity ? Ina Word, Is 
this your greateſt Study and Defign to pleaſe and glorify 
God,and ro work our your own Salvation ? If your Con- 
ſcience can truly witneſs for you, that Ir is indeed fo, and 
that wherein any Time you fall ſhorr, or do amiſs, you, 
are heartily gricved for ir, and do dally labour ro amend 
and grow better: If it be thus with you, I ſay, then 
bleſs God for his Grace and Mercy, hold on and pro» 
ſper, and fear nor but God will be with you ; he will 
own you as his Children; and for his Son Jeſus fake, will 
both pardon your Sins, and afſift you. by his Grace ; by 
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will guide you by his Counſel, and ar lepgrh receive you 


' to Glory. 


Bur pray deal faithfully with your ewn Souls,and tell 
me, has it not been quite otherwiſe with yeu ? Have you 
nor contented your (clyes with the bare Name and Pro- 
feſſion -of - Chriſtianity, and in the mean time led an HI 
Courſe of Life,dire&ly contrary to your Prefefſion? Have 
you not lived: in wilful Ignorance of your Duty, @r 1 
groſs Sins againſt yo 
tions of the Devil, the Allurements of the World and 
the Fleſh many times prevail more with you, than the 
Commands of Almighty God, and the Voice of your awn 
Conſcience? Arc you not wont to neglet God's Wore 
ſhip and Seryice, beth in the Church and ar Home ? Yer, 
do- you. not profane his holy- Name by Swearing and Cur- 
fing 2? Are you not often guilty of lying and flandering,of 


. cozening and.chearing, if not- of down- right ftealing ? 


ur Knowledge ? Do not the Tempta-- . 


Do you not in your Anger uſe railing and reviling Lan». 


uage ? Or, do:you nor live in Envy and Malice, ſeeking 
of Revenge of thoſe that have done you any Injury ?-D@ 
you. nor allow: your ſelves in-Drunkcngets rand Whore» 
dom, or ſome other known and wilful Sin 2 To be fhorr, 
Is there not ſomething or other in this World that you 
love more than you do God himſelf, and his ſon Jeſus ? 
Are you-not mach more concerned for yeur Bodies, than 
for your precious Souls ? And do you nor more carnefily 
feek for Food and Rayment, and the good things of 
this Life, than afrer«thateternal Kingdom of Glory which 
God hath promiſed to hisfairhful Servants in the World 
to come ? Re ET 
If rhis Indeed be your Caſe, 1 beſeech you make a 
Stand, and conſider well what you have, been doing 3 
What a ſad and dangerous Condition you have brought 
your ſelves inro, and what the, End of it will be if you 
hold on in ſuch evil Courſes. Humbly beg of God to 
make you duly ſenfible of your Sin and. Danger, and to 
keep the Senſe thereof ſo cloſe to your Minds, that you 
may be brought not anly to mourn for your Sins bur to 
loarth and abhor them, and utterly to forſake the ſame, 
henceforth reſolving, by rhe Grace of God, wholly to 


; give up your ſelves ro his Service, and to walk edit 
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tn theſe holy and good Ways, which he has appointed” ' 
you. This 15 that to which I do moſt earneſtly defire te 


perſwade you; And that I may do my utmoſt to prevail 
with you,l ſhall lay before you ſome very welghty Argu- 
ments, which I-requeſt you ſeriouſly ro ponder of as'you 


read them, and God grant they may have their EffeR up-" 


on the Heart of every Reader. Amen. oh 
[. -That you tnay be prevailed with to become God's 
fairhful Servants, confider, firſt, That this was the greas 
End for which God made you, and keeps you alive, and gives 
ou ſo many Mercies of all Sorts. You can tell, I hope,that 
20d made you, and that he made you to ſerve him, by 
living according to his Commandments. Thele are ſome 
of rhoſe firſt things which Children learn 3 and ft 
were well, if when they are grown up to be Menand Wo- 
men, they would uſe Erioully ro think of them; arid pra- 
Eiſe accordingly. The wiſc Ged has made all Creatures 
for ſome good End or other, and he has fitted them all 
for thoſe Ends and Purpoſes for which he made them. 
To Man therefore has he given the Ule of Reaſon, chief- 
ly to fir him for Religion, and to render him capable of 
knowing, loving and ſervibg his great Creator and Bene- 
fator; And it 15 Religion which. makes the great Diffe- 
rence bertwixt a Man and a Beaſt : For bruit Creatures 
have no Knowledge of God, no Regard to. him, but are 
wholly led by their Senſes, and mind nothing | elſe bur 
whatis before them here in-this World. _ But the pooreſk 
Man on Earth, who has the Uſe of his Reaſori, ts near a- 
kin te the very Angels themſelves ; his Nature is like 
theirs, and bur a lirtle betow them, ſo that he may be 


much taken up in the ſame holy Works that they are em- 


ployed-in, evenin loving and praiſing, and adoring the 
;. great and good God. To this End he may fludy borh 
the Works and the Word of: God, which reveal tim to 


us, and ſhould continually pur us in mind: of him. And - 


all the good things we enjoy ſhould till make us ſenſible 


of the Goodneſs of God from whom they come ; and fills 


our Hearts with Love and Thankfuineſs, avd our Mouth 
with Bleſſing and Praiſe. This is the moſt proper Uſe of 
our Reaſon, and this God moſt juſtly expects from us rea- 
ſonable Creatures ; and eyen this the poor Man may _ 
| er 
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Ger without any Hindrance to his daily labours ; and 
may till keep ſuch an awfulSenſe of God upon his Mind, 
as may reſtrain him from wilful Sin, and make him care- 
ful always to pleaſe his Maker. And ſo our Reaſon was 
given to bridle and govern our Appetites, our Lufts and 
Paſſions 3 that we fhould nor be led away into Gluttony 
and Drunkenneſs, into Wantonneſs and Uncleanneſs, nor 
into Rage and Fury, like bruic Beaſts chat have no Un- 
derftanding : Bur fhould live ſoberly and chaſtly, quietly 
and peaceably with all Men, doing them allthe goed we 
can, For ſuch holy Purpoſes as theſe chiefly was our 
Reaſon beftowed on us, and therefore in this Manner 


eught it to be employ'd. Certainly, ſince God hath made 


us of a Nature ſo much better than Birds or Beaſts, he 
expects from us other Works-and Services than he does 
from them. They know nothing of God that made them, 
nor have they any Knowledg of another Life after this, 
but when they die, there's an End of them, Bur to-us 
harh God given immortal Souls, of more Value than the 
whole World : and for this End hath he created ns, that 
we might ſerye and honour him here in this Life, and ſo 
may live with him, and enjoy him for ever in the World 
ro come, 


Now.,. if this be the End of our Creation, ought we 


not to live up to it ? Do we not ſee all other things an- 


Gver the End for which they were made ? The Sun gives 
Light by Day, andthe Moon by Night. The Earth 
brings forth Corn and Grafs, and the Trees bear Fruir. 
The Horſe, the Cow and the Sheep, with many other 
Creatures, afford us much Service and Benefit. And 
ſhall Man alone he uſeleſs and unfruirful, ro liye to no 
-—— Purpoſe ? When they are all ſo ready to ſerve us, 
| not we chearfully ſerve him that made us for his 
own Service ? Surely we cannot think that the wiſe God 
ſent us into the World only to cat and drink, to f] 
and play, or to work hard for a poor Livelyhood. If th 
were all, we had betrer have been made bruir Creatures, 
or never haye been made at all : Much leſs can we think 
that the holy God made us on purpoſe to fin againft him; 
to diſhonour his Name, and provoke him to anger. He 


Md nor give us Reafon to make us crafty and cunning = 
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the World, that we might know how to cozen and cheat 
our Neighbours... He did not give us Tongues to ſwear 
and curſe with, 'or to talk fooliſhly and filthily ; let us nor 
then uſe them to any ſuch ill Purpoſes. Since God 
has given us precious immortal Souls, let us not live like 
Beaſts that periſh, wallowtng in the Mire of baſe ſenſual 
Luſts and Pleaſures. By this means we become worle 
than Bruits themſelves, for we debaſe our own Natures, 
we abuſe our Reaſon to:our own Shame and Hurt, and to 


God's Diſpleaſure, Thus we croſs the End of our Creati-—— 


on, and are{ſmore ftupid and ungrateful rhan the very Ox 
or Aſs: For they know their Owner, and do pood Service 
to thoſe that keep and feed "them, Ja. r. 2, 3. O let 
us not give God cauſe to complain of us,as he there does 
of the Jews, that he nouriſhed and brought up Children and 
they rebelled againft him : Think how grievous it is to.you 
that have Children, afterall your Care and Kindneſs, af- 
rer all your Coſt and Labour, to have them prove ſtub- 
born and diſobedient, looſe and idle Prodigals. © fee 
then that you be not ſuch towards -your-keavenly Father 
who made you and preſerves you, and every Day renews 
his Mercjes upon you. He keeps us alive, and makes 
our Lives comfortable. He pives and continues to us 
our Reaſon and Senſes, our Health and Strength, Food 
and Raiment, and al the good things we enjov. He ſup- 


plies our Wants, and helps as In all our Diftreſſes. He 


gives us Light by Day, and Reft by Night. He. cnables 
us to follow our Callings, and —_ us a Bleſſing to” our 
Labours, that we may provide for our ſelves and Families. 
And does not this good God well deſerve all the Love 
and Service whictt we-can poſſibly 'render him? -O how 
can we find in our Hearts wilfully tro offend him who 
thus delights in doing us good ! Fooliſh and unthankful 
Wretches we are, thus ill to require the Lord for all his 
loving Kindneſs. We could nor deal fo with any Friend 


or Neighbour on Earth, that had--been always kind and 


Jovipg to us. -Are nor Servants boutid to work for them 
who majntait: thetn-and pay them Wages? And ought nor 
Children: co obey their Parents who' begot 'them, and 
brought them up ? How much- more then ought we. to 
obcy God our Father, wko gave us Life at firſt, and ftill 
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proſongs irfrom one Day to another, when he could in 
a Moment cur. us off in our Sins,aed throw us into Hell ? 
But in much Mercy he ſpares us, and gives us ſpace to 
repent, and is very unwilling ro deſtroy us, and there- 
fore waits long to be gractous tous. O them ter his Pa- 
rience and all his Goodneſs at laſt have this happy Effect 
upon us 3 Jet jt lead us to true Repentance, and ever' 
hereafter engage us co Diligence and Conftancy- in his 
Service, Rom. 2. 4. 2 Pet. 3.9. _ | | 

It. To which Purpoſe conſider again that r&4 was the” 
End for which God ſent his Son Feſiu into the World, even 
ro ſeek and ſave us loſt and miſerable Sinners, -to bring us” 
ro repentance and newneſs-of- Life, that" ſo we mighr be” 
reſtored to che Love and F2zyour of God; which he had 


Le 


loſt by finning againſt him.- Our firſt Paretits, Adam and' 


Eve were Created jn a-very holy and happy Eſtate, bur 
they fell from it by ſinning againſt God, and fo came alt 
Miſery into thE World, and then di our heavenly Fa- : 
rher take pity on us, and ſent his own Son out of his Bo- 
ſom to be our Saviour and Redeemer, to reform us from?® 
eur Sins,- and fo to deliver us from M#fery = Firft, te 
will make us hy, and then we ſhall be made happy. - 
For as Man loſt his Happinefs by diſobeying God's Com- 
mand, ſo he muſt recover it by becoming obedient ro his” 
Will in altthiups. To this End hath the Lord Jeſus ful- 
ly reveal'd God's Will to us when we were 10 Ignorance” 
and Darkneſs. He hath given us holy Preceprs for che' 
Rule of our Life: And made moſt rich ant precious Pro- 
miſes to perſwade us ro our Dury, and denounce dread? 
ful Threatnings to affrighc us from Wickednefs.' * 

And wheft we had deſerved the Wrath of God for our” 
S1ns, then did Jeſus'Chrilt ſhed his moſt precious Blobd' 
ro make Atronement for us, afd ro obrainour Pardon and 
Forgiveneſs. He died for our Offences, and roſe again 
for our Juſtificarion, Rom. g:25. And'in his Goſpel he hath 
given full Affurance of God's good Wil xo Mankind thar 
he will be merciful ro us and pardon'as, - if we truly re- 
penr of- our Sins and: forſake them.” Thus hath Ghriſt 
opened a Door of Hope for us, to encourage us roreturn 
ro God; For if there had been no Hopes of Mercy, we 
ſhonld neyer haye been drawn ro Repentance, bur-even 

B like: 
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like the Devils themſelves ſhould have remained full of 
Hatred and Malice againſt God, utterly deſpairing of Re 
lief from him. Bur whilſt the Death of Chriſt does ſo 
much engage and encourage us to forſabe our Sins,ir gives 
nor the leaſt Encouragement to our Continuance tn them. 
Lec us nor think that Chriſt died for. our Sins, that we 
mighr have Liberty to Hive in them, and yer. be ſaved ar 


, the laſt, No, but he came to ſave us from our Sings, not 


# chem. He makes us bleſſed by turning us from our Ini- 
quities. He died to redeem us from a vain and evil Con- 
verfarion, to purtfy our Hearts, and reform our Lives, 
and make us a-peculiar People Zealous of good Works, 
Mat. 1. 21, Att. 3..26. Tit. 2.14. 1 Pet. 1. 18, 

The Dearth of Chriſt for us vile Sinners ſhews the infi- 
nite Love of God in finding out this Way for our Salya- 
£on :; Bur then it fhews alfo what an evil thing Sin is, 
and how hateful ro God, fince he would not pardon us 
Without the ſuffcrmg of his own dear Son on ourAccount. 
And therefore if the Conſideration of all this does nor 
bripg us ro hate and abhor our Sins, and to loye and ſerve 
our God and Saviour, we are never like to have any Be- 
nefit by Chriſt's Death. All our Profeſſions of loving 


| bim, and beſjeving in him, will fland us in no ſtead with- 


out obeying him. True faving Faith in Chriſt is that 
which works by Love both to God and our Neighbour. 
Chrift accounts none to be his Friends but thoſe thar 
keep his Commandments, and to ſuch only will he grane 
Pardon and Salvation, Gal. 5. 6. Johns. 14. Heb, 5. $+ 
} 7obn 3. 8. 

Since then,the ever bleſſed Jeſus the Son of God came 
down from Heaven, became a Man, and died a moſt 
pai:fa) Death upon the Croſs; thar he might fave us from 
Sin and Miſery, ſhall we nor accept of him as our Lord 
and Saviour, who comes to deliver us from the Power of 


-the Devil, and our 2wn Luſis,co make us the Children of _- 


God,and Heirs of Glory, which 1s athouſand times great- 
er Deliverance than that of the Iſraelites from rhe EgyÞ- 
zji0n Bondage ? Will you not be moved by all that Chrift 
has done and ſuffered for you ? Shall not his Love con- 
firain you to love him, and to hate all Sin which was the 
Cauſe of his Sufferipgs ? Will you rread-underfoot by 
R__ mo 
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moſt precious Blood, and even crucifie him afreſh, and 
again put him ro open Shame ? Thus in. ſome ſort do. 
wicked Men uſe their Saviour, whilſt chey goon in their 
Sins, which are ſo diſpleafing ro him. They rhar lie and 
cozen for a tittle Gain, whar do they but in Judas ſell 
away Chriſt for Mony ? They thar live in Hatred: and 
Malice and do Miſchief to their Neighbours, do in effet 
run the Spear into Chriſt's Side, and drives Nails into his 
Hands and Feet. And they thar give themſelves to Rior 
and Drunkenneſs, do even mingle Gall and Vinegar for 
him to drink. They do all that in them. lies by their fin. 
ful Pleaſures ro put him again into Agonias and Pains. 
But on the other hand Ir is a Delight to our Saviour to ſee 
us humbled for our Sins, and reſolved to forſake them. 
| He will readily and efteually intercede for us with our 
heavenly Father, who is moſt willing to receive return. 
ing Prodigals. There is Joy in Heaven when Sinners on 
Earth repent.Even this our rerurn to God by true repen- 
tance is the beſt Recompence we can make to our bleſſed 
Saviour for all his Pains and Sufferings. -When the. Plea- 
ſure of the Lord profpers in his Hand by the Converfion of 
Sinners, he then ſees the Travel of hu Soul, and us ſatisfied, 
Ia. 63. 10, Iz. And fhall we nor afford this Sarlsfa&ion 
to our Redeemer, who hath undergone ſo mnch for :our 
ſakes, and fiilt our of his tender Love to our Souls fol. 
lows us with ſuch carneſt. Invitations to come &t him 
for Life and Happineſs ? Could we: deny him this -moſt 
reaſonable Requeſt, if we ſaw him now 1D perſon fland- 
ing before us, beſeeching us to turn and live? And this 
he now does by his Spirit, and by his Miniſtry : But that 
leads me to the next. £1 

UI. Confider therefore, that his alſo was the End for 
which the- holy Gho$ is given, and all the Means of Grace 
afforded, even to ſanRifie our Hearts, and make us aa 
holy and obedient People. God knows the Weakneſs and 
Corruption of our Natures, and therefore in-great Mer- 
cy he affords the Aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit, to enlighr. 
en our Minds, and purifie our Hearts, to renew and 
change our Natures, and guide us in Ways of Holineſs 
here,thar ſo we may be fitted for eternal Happineſs with 
mem Holy Got re Rr GFW SAS 
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And for this End were the holy Scriptures written bf 
Men affiſted and inſpired by the holy Ghoſt,to be a Light 
to our Feer, and a Lanthorn to our Path, to dire& us 1n 
the plain way to everlaſting Life, 2 Tis. 3. 15, 16, 17. 
And the holy Sacraments were appointed for the Increaſe 
of Grace to all that make a right Uſe of them. And our 
bleſſed Saviour did 'at'firft ſend abroad his Apoſtles to 
preach the Goſpel to all the World, and hath ever ſince 
continued a-Succeſſion of Miniſters in his Church, whoſe 
ftanding Office is to adminifter the Word and Sacraments, 
ro watch over the Souls of the People, to inſtruQ-and ad» 
moniſh them both in publick and private, and to uſe 
their utmoſt Diligence to bring them to the Knowledge 
and Love of God, and of his Sbn Jeſus. And God is ever 
ready to' accompany their Endeavours with his Bleſſing. 
Do you not often feel his good Spirit putting good 
Thoughts and Motions into your Ming, inclining you to 
that which 15 koly an1 good, checking and reftraining 
vou when you are running into Evil ? 'But on the obher 
hand it's the evil: Spirit, even the: Devil himſelf, that 
remptsyou to fin, and would hinder you from your Duty. 
It's the Devil that tempts Men to Ptide, and Malice, and 
to all manner of Wickedneſs. For he being a proud, ma- 
licious, and moſt wicked Spirit, would have Men to be 
like himfelf, that ſo they may for ever be miſerable with 
him. Will you not then refiſt the Devil, the great Enemy 
of your Souls, and be led and guided by God's goed'Spi- 
rit, and follow his Motions and the DireGions of his 


Word which leads to Happineſs ? O do not grieve this 


bleſſed Spirit, who alone can give us true Comfort, do not 


refift and quench - his Motions, nor + provoke him to - 


depart from you, and leave you-to:your own-Euſts, and 
to the Power ef Satan, who ſeeks your Ruin: 
Moreover; as+-the Devil has his Inſtruments to draw 
Men to: Wickednefs,- one ill Man tempting another ; ſo 
Mimiſtersareſent from God to draw you to Righteouſneſs 
and Holinefs. 'They' are Ambaſſadors and:Meflengers of 
Chriſt, and do in his Name beſeech you to be reconciled 
to God, who ismoſt/ willing to be reconciled ro you, if 
you will but caſt away thofe wicked Works which pro- 
voke him to Anger, 2-Goy, 5, 20, O-how will it rejoyce 


the - 


T v"_ FS had 
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-and for your own benefit, whiiſt we perſwade youto return: 


 when:yJou were in Danger of Death-for Rebellion,would* . 


- make of all God's Dealings with us. 


_ —_—_ 
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the Hearts of your Minifters that truly love your-Souls,to | 
fee thz-Suceefs of their-Labours, to have you- come-20/ | 
- -them,:enquiring what yow- muſt do tobe faved,declaring: 
your Repentance for your former evil Courſes; and your: - 
Reſolution henceforth to become newCreaturei?Certaifly 
we exhort you to nothing but what is highly reaſonable: 


to. the/Favour of God. Why' then will you-not harkeh/to- 
us?If aMeſſage ofMercy ſhould be ſent you from'the Ring,! 


| you not moſt gladly. and thankfully receive'it ? And wilt | 
you-not-be'as thankful and obedierit to the Ring of Kings?" 
and aswiſe to ſave-your Souls,as-to-preſerve your Bodies? 
And-Beſides his'VVord and Miniſters, God alſo/pleads 
with you'by his Providences to bring-you to-Repentance-' 
Sometimes-he-ſends, -Afﬀiitions to corre& you-for-your' 
Faujts,- to ſhew you the Evil'of Sin, and draw/you home 
to- himſelf; and at other times he ſends many Mercies,as 

I have told you fo ſoften your Hearts, - to-enga 


ge andal-' 
1s Setyice:: And'ſuch good Ufe we ought to 


lure you fo 


. TV. Confidey further what Engagements you Iye'under to 
aw holy Life by your own Profeſſion, Promiſes and Vows.' You 
profeſs and ca)l-your ſelves Chriftians,' the Diſciples and 
Followers of Chriſt:Ought you not-then to followhisE*- 
ample,” and-obey his Commands, 'if you will make good 
that Name?You will think it a great Diſpgrace'not to be: 
taken for' a Chriſtian, but for a Tiarþ or Few; Beware 
then leſt you bring this Diſgrace upon -your ſelves'by an | 
unchriſtian Temper of Mind;\ and-1ll Courſe'of Life, If 
you are falſe or crue}; © covetous or Juſtfa), like a Tink 
or Few,” it matters little what you-call your ſelves, He 
is not a Chriſtian that's one outwardly, but he that has 
the ſame-Mind and Spirit that was in Chriſt Jeſns. God 

- wt notat the laſt Day judge of men by their Names and 
Titles, *but-by their Hearts and" Lives. mee will go 
\much worſe with a Man that calls himfelfa Chriftian,and 
yet lives like'a Heathen or Infidel. p 
And pray conſider how by your Baptiſm youre ſoſemg- 
ly lifted under Chriſt's Banuer,to fight againſt theDevil,- 
the World,and the Fleſh ; and bythe keeping this Vow, 
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you ſhew your ſelves to be Chriſtians indeed. ' But if you 
are led away by the Temptations of Satan; and ' do his . 
Works, and are enſnared by the "Vanities of the World, 
the Luſt and Pleaſures of the Fleſh, -you do in effe& re-. 
nounce your Baptiſm. _ I nas 18 
: Befides this, ' have you not renewed this ſame Vow at 


- the holy Communion, there openly profeſſing your Belief 


in-Chriſt crucified, and promiſing Obedience to him ? If 

hoo hot received this holy - Sacrament, though you 
ve long been at /Years of Diſcretion, you then fhew . 

your ſelyes by this'Neglef, to be no -Obedient Diſciples 


- of Chriſt, ſince you'do not*obey his plain Command to do 
this in remembrance--of him, Luk. 22. 19. And-indeed I. . 


fear that many careleſs People will-not come to the Com-! 
munion,: becauſe they think it would bind/them to lead 


 ſucha-ſtrictand holy Life as they have no mind to. But 


do not they caſt off Jeſus Chriſt from being their Maſter, - 
who look upon his Commands as too ſtri& and ſeyere;and - 
will not promiſe to obey. him-? Yea, 'do they not there- 
by even diſown their Baptiſm, by which they were bound - 
to this Obedience ? So that the fame Reaſon which keeps 


them from the Communion, 'it's like, would keep them 


from being baptiſed, if it were yet to. be 'done. | And 
what Sort of Chriſtians are: they that would reje& Chri- 
ſtian Baptiſm, becauſe it engages them+to an holy-Life 2 


-*_ If you are not guilty of this: Negle&,but do ſometimes 
' foe tothe Lord's Supper, to keep up the Remembratice 


of his Death and Sufferings : Then pray confider,that by 
receiving this holy Sacrament, you do ſolemnly renew 
your 'Vows to be Chriſt's faithful Servants and Diſciples, 
and to walk in ſincere Obedience to all his holy Laws, as 
-you hope for Salvation by his Death. Wherefore may I- 
not well beſeech you to uſe all due Care to liveaccording 
to this your Promiſe and Engagement ? What a Shame is - 
it for a Man to be falſe:to his Word,. much more to his 
Oath! O do not then break that Oath which you have - 
made to God himfelf,by taking his holy Sacrament, And © 
call to mind if you have not ſometimes on a/ſick-Bed,or 


. in ſome great Danger,made the ſame Promiſe and Vow : 


And has not God ſpared you to ſee how yourwould per- 
form the ſame? Take heed then of abuſing his Mercy, 
and breaking your Promiſe,  _ * . More- 


r 


IP 
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- Moreover I migfit ſhew how your profeſfing to believe 
the Creed RN _— to live well, according to the holy - 


Faith you profeſs, which is'a Dofrine according toGodlineſs. 


- But laſtly, the very Pzayers you put-up to God,lay fhe- 


ſame-Engagement on you, even | to ſerve and pleaſe thi _ 
God: whom you worſhip. To inſtance | briefly in the 


Lord's Prayer, whilſt we call God Our Father, &c. ought 
we not-to love and honour him, to obey him and/ſubmit 


© to him as our heavenly: Father ? Whilſt wo prey Hi his 
his Will done / 


Name may-be hallowed, his Kingdom 'come,and = 
in Earth as it is in Heaven,ought wenot our ſelves to ho- 


_ _nour his Name; and advance his Kingdom, by obeyinp 


his Laws, and by doing his Will conftantly and chearful- 
ly as the Angels do in Heaven,to the utmoſt of our Pow- 


er.?. Praing for daily Bread, teaches our Dependance up- 


on'God, 'and engages us'to ſerve him by whom we are 
maintained.  : When we pray God to forgive our Treſpaſſes 
as gs rg others, this ſtritly binds us to forgive thoſe 
that offead us, as ever we kope for Mercy from. God. 
And when we pray not to beled into Temptation,but deliver- 
ed from Evil, this ſhould reſtrain. us from running into 
Temptation,and make. us careful to avoid all Sin and the 
Occaſions of it. To the ſame purpoſe 1. might alſo men- 


tion the Prayers of the Church, to which IT hope you 


come. frequently. Therein you begin with the Confeſſi- 
on.of your Sins, and ought you not to forſake as well as - 


to confeſs them ? And in the End of the Confefſion, you - 


pray God for Chriſfts ſake to grant that you may lead godly, 
righteous and. ſober Lives. And almoſt in every Prayer, 
you will find ſomewhat to this Effe&. Now I hope you 


__ arein good earneſt in theſe: your Prayers, elſe. you do. 


© prove of them, as being moſt agreeable to us as we are 


mock God and affront-him, inſtead of worſhipping and 
pleaſing him, - But: if, you do heartily defire theſe things 
which you pray -for, then' you will do your part for the 


Attainment of them, and will diligently endeavour te 


live info pea! and good a manner, as you pray that you - 


- may do. And if you thus add Diligence to your Prayers, 


God's Grace will never be wanting for your Afiftance. 
V. Confideralſo how juſt and equal all God's Com- 
wandments:are,ſuch that qur own Reaſon cannot but ap- - 


Id» 


as; ® 


| mandments are not grievous, 4 John. 5.3. Shall we-not. then. 


Heart, ſweeter.to.@ go ood Man than, Honey, and. the: Honey 


, dom, as its to clothed in -decenit. A rel, and to. 
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cept hei INS SubjeQs thelr Rulers Ft: 


ſpeak;truly, and. deal honeſtly, as they. would: beicalt/ 
with ? Is.1t not. moſt fit and decent-for uy-hot tC 4 
drink. oderately, ſo a5 makes moſi;for his Health?To be. 


: amodefl and chaſt.in All his wade: po Wulnaot every, _. 
T0an's ky Reaſon acknowledg Equity. coyn arg mapa hol. | 
_ theſe and tag ike {oa ad for 


more. ſevere, . there may be given. FerY: os fo; 

them.alſo : So that;plainly, allGod's: moandaage the:. Sl 

wiſe and whyteſome! Counſels of a moſt: corre je | 

who. forbids his Children nothing but what's-hurtful, and 

re! refjulres nothin of them.but what makes-for thei. own. 
Good, even.to deal juſtly, to love Mexcy, and-to walk buns af 

Sly with their God. Nic;6.8. Chriſt's Toke is. eafie,. nd his : 

Burden light; Mat. 11. 39, God's Seryice: 1s perfe&Free-. | 

dom,. as we daily ſtyle it in qur Prayers... And his.Coms. 
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be ſodutiful. to.our- heavenly, ather, yea, a ilk for our. 
-own Good, as to, obey theſe. moſt reaſonable en 
-ous Laws which hehas given. us ? Sa, juſt and eq , 
are, that we cannot; break them without.offeran pens | 
of. yr pon” to our ſelyes,and going.contrary to the Rea» 
ſon of our Mind. . Fhey are Light to the Eyes, and: Foy to the 
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comb, as the Pſalmi$} often rg As ſuitable are, God's. 
Commands to our Natures, and as uſeful and.healtbful.to- - 
eur. Souls, as the'moſt wholſome. Food to: our... Badies, , - 
And for man to dire his wholeCarriage and. Behavi- .. 
our according to the, Laws of, God,..is-as tpuch. his. Wiſ- 


/ x 
ARE. Inn re A 


eat and drink what is good for.his Nouri ent. But on 
the other hand, for one to run naked about. the Streets, : 


to fl his Mouth with mirc and Dit, .to.cut and BUS; 
| tus ' 
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tha for's Man'to live according tohis | 
- "Tan after the Laws of God,” which "afe 'ſo ugrecableto 
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n Diiſts,rather 


-6ur Reaſon, atidido ſo'plainly cofituce'to'\our own tyueſt 
* Iiitereſt'and"Advanitige,” both in this Life, and that'to- 
-evinie 3 us will appear by what follows. : 
-* -» VI;-Conſider" therefore inthe nextplare, that it is'@" 
"moſt certain Truth, 'That Fhef Leading: of an holy ' aid good 
= all Feſpefts wery' greatly © for a mari's own "Benefit 
"tend" Odmnfort 5 even in this preſent World, Godlineſs is profit a 
" Ble forall things : Tt makes for the Quiet of our Minds, 


' the Health of our Bbdies, the Tnereaſe of our Eſtates;and 


protures/us muth-Credit ' and Eſteem, "much Love 'and: 
'960d' Will zmorig'our Neighbours. "Yea, -it commonly 
brings along 'with it,” all manner of Bleſſings, and niakes 
" theEnjoymetttofthem"radre ſweet Tarid "pleaſant, 'and 
"keeps off 'a' great” deal of Trouble which ' wicked Men 
bring upon themſelves, and 'affords'tnuch ſapport and 
Eaſe under thoſe Aflitions which the Providenceof God 
_ upon us. \It#femuch thatno'man, of what Rank; . 
and Cotiditionfoever he'be, can Tefid atruly comfortable 
,- except heleid'm holy on. AlÞ'this is 
yetttly tatight in. Seriprare, "ad mill be'eaſily majni- 
fefted 'by elear Reaſon : Or if that be not fifflciebt, it'fs- 
'alfo moſt plainly to be diſcerned by dailyExperietice;that 
they who truly fear God, have much 'more ' Peace and 
Cotufort in this World, than wicked and Toofe Livers, - 
that make rio Conſcience of their Ways. 

-'Tf I ſhould tnake the Compariſon only betwixt a ſober 


"Man ah#a Drunkird, which'do you thitft has'the better 


< / 


- "of ir in this Life How often do*the great Dritikers not. 
"only waſte their'Eſtates, butdeftroy their Health, weak- 


en' their Braitis, and ſhorten their Lives ? "How offen-do 


they fall *itito Quarrels, get” Wounds /arid Bruifes, "arid 
= fometimes Death it'felf, either by fighting, or by oneſadl 
"Accident or other ? *Sometimes the' very Children'in the © 
*Srreets'run after them, ſhouting and making Sport with” 


ther, a 1d if you foll6w thei to'their 9wn Homes,what 
Eiftarbaricemd miſefief'do they make there?Whar ſivear- 
ingand cuifing, what brawling atid feolding;what Quar- 


tations 
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tations do Wife-and Children make-? Who now perhaps 


" I 


j  _ a glad to get away for fear of their Lives,as before they - 
| - fatſtarving for wantof that Money which. cheſe ill Hus- 


-bands waſte in the Ale-houſe. (A Sin and  ſhame'it 1s. to 
thoſe that entertain them,) And -after-they: have liveda . {| 
while at this wild-and wicked Rate, the-next News com- | 
- .monly 15, that either/for Debt or for Diſorder they are | 
) laid up in Priſon, and. ſometimes by thoſe very People in 
whoſe Houſes they drink away all they: ;got., . And/ now 
[ol they are forc'd to live upon Bread and Water, and lin- 
ger out a miſerable. hungry Life, ina cold ſtinking Dun- 

[ 
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geon, till either the Charity of Friends, or Death it ſelf 

- releaſe them thence.' . (And by the way, is this. ſuch a 
| . pleaſant Life, that it's worth: being damn'd\: for to Hel! 
[Fl Torments to all Eternity ? Of which afterwards.) .-.. _ ( 
 ,\ -_ +  ».,, Thus alfo might I tell of the fad Effeds-of Whoredom, 
which is commonly follow'd with. Poverty and Diſgrace, 
| 


and many.times with a filthy loathſome  Diſcaſe, which 
2 3 (a make men rot above ground. - And thus angry, proud, 
af! _ malicious and revengeful People are acontinual Torment 
''! _ To themſelyesand to all about them, and ſeldom have _ | 
1 any; peace or. Quiet, either with their Neighbours, or in ' | 
Li 4} - .their own Families. Thelike. may be ſhewn of all other | 
''* _ _ Vices whichareſtill woritto bring their.own Puniſhment - | 
J along-with them;to ſay nothing of what is or; ought. to be : 
1 


ti _ -inflited by. the Magiſtrate. Efpecially ſach wicked People | 

| Nt as Thieves and Murderers, Traitors and Rebels do ſeldom { 
18 | eſcape the Hands of publick Juſtice: - But who will hurt -- 
1018 Men if they be Followers of that which is good? Ox-what hurt  } 
bf .does aMan rings n himſelf by living ſoberlyand chaſt- | 
i ly, by fearing od and honouring the King ?, What Miſe {| 
itt chief does Man get by minding his own Bufineſs,and liv- - © 
{8:46 ng quietly and peaceably among his Neghbonry {- Nay, : 
| }{ -  -how happily may we ſeeeven ſome of the-meaneſt ſort ; 
nf of People live, that are diligent in their Callings, and fo- _ - *. 
4: ber and temperate, and careful to. pleaſe God, and keep 


J 

-a good Conſcience in all their-Ways ? Very , ſeldom it is - 7 
- that they are-pinched with much Trims or if they ſhould } 
fall intoa low Condition, yet all good-People that know F 
them,are ready to. pity. and relieve them ; and will often | 


oF ; 
[ Jruſt them M oney or Goods till they are aDIeto Pay: "«.þ 
if | l - 
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And Lang Arm 15 willing to-employ amhoneſt indaftei* . 
o that-he ſhall ſeldom want Work ref Enrnns I 

| rinkings | 

gaming and cheating,and ſtealing, that negle& Gods-Ser- 


' vice, and prophane the Lord's Day, being often in the 
_ Ale-houſe when they ſhould be at Church ; theſe are the - 


People, if you obſerve it, that do commonly fall intothe - 
baſeſt Beggery and miſery ;; and Men; do but little pity -. 

them, becaufe-they brought it all on themſelyes,, Ohow 
happy might all ſorts of People be,in a very greatMeaſure 
even at preſent, if they would but. become truly religious 


and good !.It is their own Sin and Folly, their Luſtsand 


Paſſions that occaſion moſt of thoſe Troubles andMiſeries 
which they meet with ; tho' I know they uſe. to 'cry aut 


of theirhard Fortune, and to lay the Blame upon others, 


and ſometimes to murmur againſt God-himſelt. But they 
conſider not how they provoke God to: Anger daily by 


- their hainous Sins; and therefore-may juſtly . feel his hea-, 


vy Judgments for. the ſame, beſides all the Miſchief which 


naturally follows upon: Wickednefs.And this makes theis 


Condition to be ſad indeed,that they are always liable to 
the Wrath of God, and may juſtly expe& his Vengeance 
to fall upon themand to-ftrip them of all theirComforts, 


" , 


and throw them into'the ſoreſt Calamities. 


-- But on the contrary, herein - above. all lies. the ood. 
Mans Security and Comfort;that he enjoys the Bleffings 


_ . and Favour of Almighty .God, and therefore is ſure” to 
want nothing that's truly good for him. So it's promiſed, 


Pſal. 84+ 11, 12; Mat: 6. 33. They that firſt ſeek the King- 
dom of God,and the Righteouſneſs of it, ſhall have all that is 


needfut added to them; So-that a poor Man- can take no 


ſyrer Courſe to provide for himſelf and Family, than to 
become truly religious;;tho he may not have great things 
m the World, yet he ſhall-have Food conventent. | And - 
then, which is better than all; he ſhall have Gods Bleſ- 


. ing with what- he enjoys, and this will afford him more 


true content andcomfort in that little he has,than a,wick» 
ed Man can'find in all his great Treaſure. Godlineſs with ' 
Contentment- is the greateſt Gain; Pſal. 37.16. 177m. 6. 6. 
A poor. man that has only Facob's Wiſh, Food to.cat,and - 
Raiment to put on, if alſo he has Facob'sPiety, and hs 
os | © | | the 
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the Lord for His God,and lives in his fear. and fervice,and 
enjoys the'Senſe ofhis Favour, how. bleſfed is the State - 
"of this Man ? How chearfully may he live atall time$;not- . 
withſtanding his Poverty ? What though his Dwelling be 
meanhis Fare ſomewhat hard and courſe,and his Cloath- 
Ing very plain ; yet whilſt he loyes God ſincerely, and - 
worſhips him'daly and'deyoutly,. he may even: turn his 


_ . Cottage into,a"'Palace, yea, -a Temple ; and:the bl 
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God will vifit him with his Preſence, . will . accept 'of his 
Services, and refreſh him with the Light of his Counfe- 
nance, And upon this Knowledge and Enjoyment of Gad 
it is, that the true comfort of a Man's Life epends, whats 
ever his, outward 'Condition be. It is this alone which. 
ives inward” Peace and' Satisfa&tion to his, Mind, and 
weetens all his Mercies, and above all things, bears up 
his Heart under thoſe Afﬀfiitions he meets with. For, 
beſt of Men muſt expett their Share of outward Trovbles - 
in this Wor'd;fuch as Sickneſs and Patn, -Loſs of Friends 
_*and Eſtate, with the like; theſe are Calamities common 
to all. But here the good man has clearly the Advantage, 
fiace he looks, upon all that befalls him-as coming:-from 
/ the Hands, of a moſt wiſe and. gracious .God, who.knows 
what 1s beſt for him, and co-whoſe. Will he WV teligns 
himſelf and all his Affairs, .ſaying-with his blefled Maſter, 
Not my Will, 0 God, but thine be done. Yea, he receives 
Mittions as ſent in kindneſs to corre@ him. for hisFaults, 
to exerciſe and increaſe his:Graces,. and ſo. to prepare 
- him for Glory.® And here's the great Benefit of - Religi- 
. on, thatit teacheth a Man whitheri to go for Rehief.and 
Comfort in his Straits and Difficult es, even to this/great 
and, good God, who is moft able and ready to he]p. his * 
_ People in all times of Trouble. © This,we ſtill read-in 
Scripture was the Courſe of holy Men, and they. found it 
was not in vain, And to this Day will God's faithful 


Servants find the good Effetts of thus devoutly applying _ 


. - thetnſelves to God by: Prayer. For bis Eyes.are ever upon 
the righteous, and his Ear apen. to.their Cry. . He takes. pity: 
on them, comforts and ſupports them, Hell y-no more 
upon them that he enables them to bear! and in his good 
time he Lupplics their ants, .and delivers them from 
their AﬀiGons, yea, -be turns them into Vicffings, .ond 
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tine ans. DAME ab > 4h 


EE 
— . 


» 


_ to beacquainted with God,tothave a-due Senſe ofhisPro- 


\ ps : : 4 1 ys 


makes all-work, tagat her for 'their Good,-as-he has promiſpd * 
to them that love-b1m,Rom:8r28. Owhata happineſs. ivit 


-Vidence,.. ſo as-to: live on it and:improve-it, 'F6b-225 x. 

- - But how fad is the Condition of -ai wicked--man, 1 who 
.has no ſuch-Knowledge of Gad,..no:love to him;:mnorany 
ExpeRations of Help and:Reliefifrom him +Even/ imhis 


| ſponaſt.Neoſperity.hets- .yery miſerable:Man, whilſt he 


ives withour. God iti the World ::But -heffeels himſelf to 


be-ſo.indeed,, when he:falls — Calamity, and 


knows not which -way to turn himſelf fot Help:and:Com- 
fort. Foras Wickedneſs.ſtill brings-Men into Miſery(as | 
Lhave before ſhewn). fo there itleaves them in the-moſt 


wretched ferlorn Condition. Arid the ill Temper of their 
- Minds, {adds Weight and'Load.to:their -Calamities,/ and 


grievoully | increafgs; the Smart-of them. The' Senſe 'of 


their own Guilt fametumes.torments: their Conſciences ; 


and:fills them :with-fear and: Horrour : Sometimes - they- 


' + rage and fret againſt thoſe: that helpt on their Sufferings, 


and ſometimes :they -:even' blaſpheme God himſelf, and 
murmur againſt his Providence. Whilſt the >good' Man 


_ with:;70b blefſes God:imtalt his: Affittions;theſeare.ready 
to follow-the Counſel of his Wafezevenito curſe God and 


dye. ; For:being fulli ofi Anguifh and/Defpair, -they are 


_ «ttheir wits end, and weary of their-very Livegasiwe rex 


of Cain and Judas, .and:fuch like, both in Scripture'and 


 other-Hiſtory.. For my part [:do verily: think, "that next 


to:the: Devilsand thoſe in Hell, there are no Creatures in 
the World more miſerable than: wicked ungodly People ; 
and whilſt-we ſee what the Common Fruit-of Sih/is here 
on-Earth,we'maycafily be convinced that it feads to Heil 
and: Dambnation' hereaffer:And-all this do Men madly-and 


- wilfallyrut into by their own evil Doings;even-as/a' Man 


thar'thrufts'his Hands into the/Fire, is like to feel Pain +. 


and Smart. By 'forſaking of God, they forſake their own - * 


+ Mercies, and finning againſt him, they wrong their own Souls, 


yea, their 'Bodies'too, and/all*their Concerns. Thus'you 
ſee that'at holy! Life is moſt profitable for us even'in this 
preſent World, 'preventing much Evil, and bringing all 
manner of Good along' with it. 'Orif a Man fall 
zato- ſuch hard times, as: to ſuffer. meerly for Religionand. _ 
Fa | - + 
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. 4: good Confuietice, he ſhall” then commonly find ſuch 


Employthent ſhall they joyn with. all the bleſſed Compa- 


+1 


wonderful-Comfortand Satisfation of Mind that hewill 
triumph and rejoyce in the midſt of his worker of As 
we know: the Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians did,and 
that eſpecially/ir Hope of the glorious Rewards laid up 


. for good Men. in: the Heavens... But that-brings' me to. 


the laſt confideration 1 ſhall mention. - FRF 3T 
Laſtly, Namely, That: an boly-Life _thro'. the rich! Mer- 


ry of God will render us:perfedtly and eternally: bleſſed in the 
World to.come,whereas a wicked Courſe of Life,leads td eter- 


nal. Miſery and. Torment. ' According as we; live in this 
Wofld, to muſt we fare in the next: For' this Life is a 
State of Trial in order to Eternity.Even at Death a-good' 
Man has Ground of much-Comfort;having the Teſtimo- 


_ [nj of _ Conſcience,and the Senſe: of Got's. Love, fo 
__ _ that with St. Srephen, he may commit his Soul- into the 


Hands of the Lord Jeſus, who-is- ready -to -receive' him. 


-But how ſad is it with a wicked man;when beſide all the 


Pains of the Body, his mind is tormented with the Re-- 
membrance of his Sins,and with theFears. of Gods wrath? 
but: the great Difference will be made at the day of Judg- 
ment, when: the Sheep: ſhall be ſet: at Chrif's right: Hand, 
and the Goats onthe left z as' you have. it: deſcribed, Mat: 
25. 31-&Cc.. To- thoſe on the' right hand, that is, the 


Pons and good;willbe pronounced that joyful-Sentence, , 


Cone ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared 
for you- ons An og of- the World. And then ſhall. 
they enter into that moſt glorious-Kingdom, where nei- 
ther Sin nor Sorrow ſhall-ever diſturb them:more; where 
they ſhall never. feel nor fear any manner of Evil or Pain 
either-of Soul or Body.- But ſhall be admitted into the 


' Immediate Preſence-of God, where there is- all Fulneſs of 
| 199 for eyvermore. They ſhall have ſuch-a clear Know- 
coy 


e of the ever-blefſed God, and ſuch a lively-Senfe of 
his infinite PerfeQtion, as will fill them with admiration, _ 
Love and Praiſe-: And they ſhall feel the Love of God and 
theirSaviour ſo fully ſhed abroad upon them;as ſhall raiſe 
their Hearts to the very utmoſt Heights of :Joy and 
Thankfulnef,and their Mouths ſhall be filled with Halle- 
lajahs:and:Songs of Praiſe, atid-in. this moſt delightful 


"uy 


— 


— 


uy of Heaven for everand'ever. That's the PerfeQtion of 
.all, that the Joys-of Heaven ſhall never have-:an End. It is 
both: a moſt exceeding - and eternal Weight of Glory that's 
promiſed, 2 Cor, 4. 19, 18. For ever ſhall we'remain with 
the Lord, x Thel). 4:17. The eternal God will be the Por- 
tion of his People, and their :Joy/in him ſhall never'be 
leflencd, or abated thro" all ;Eternity. They: ſhall- be al- 
 waysbleffing and praifing him,always ſatisfied and'raviſh- 
_ cd with the beholding-of his Glories and the Enjoyment 
_ of his Love 3, always delighting with the moſt pleaſant 
© | > and-agrecable Society of Angels and Sainfs : and never 
more ſhall dear Friends - and; Companions be ſeperated - 
from each. other, when: once : they are” met/ in Heaven. 
' Death hath: now no-Power over them. They are become 
in ſame meaſure even like toChrift himſelf,and there ſhall 
fee him'as he is in all his-Glory, Phil. 3; 21. Fob: 3g. 8. 
- - But whatit is thus to be made like toChriſt,to ſee God © 
| and enjoy him,weare not able fullyto expreſs or conceive 
whilſt we are here in the Body; to compare the Glories of 
Heaventoall the Riches and Honours of Courts and Pala- 
F: -y © 5 here below,were-greatly to lefſen anddiſparage them. 
| _ *_ » $6 greatarethoſe' heavenly Glories ardJoys;© that they 
_ -can-never be:clearly known til they-are enjoyed :'as- a 
blind -Man can never:telt. what Light is, till-bis Eyes-are 
- open to.difcern it.: It's enough for: us that:we have full _ 
'* . Aﬀurance- from the Promiſes of the Goſpel,: that ſuch.a 
- State-of unſpeakable Happineſs there is provided for good 
Men- inthe life to-come: "And as the Lord Jeſus *1s'gone 
. before. to prepare it-for chem; ſo.now by his holy Spirit 
he prepares them-for that bleſſed-Place,:by working in 
them that Grace which fits-them- for: Glory, and 1s the 
very firſt fruits and:Beginnings of it jn their Souls. True 
Holineſs is the' moſt certain Pledge of eternal Happineſs, 
and makes us meet for it, Eph. 1. 13, 14.. Cot. 1-12. 
- | <= . -- Since then ſuch a Glory there is, ſo: infinitely great, 
| ſo ſure and certain, ſhall-we not all be perſwaded to ſeck 
after-it,. by walking in: thoſe holy ways that lead thereto? 
-Surely we ſhall; if we have any. - berief of God's Word, 
-4ny. Regard'to our own Intereſt. - Muſt our: Souls-live 
_ forever in another' World, and.ſhall we not uſe our.ut- 
moſt Care and- Diligence to make” them happy _ ne 
| << there ? 


—_ 


_ there 2-Ate they not our-owrt Souls 2 anid+-do they mot 

| then deſervedur Love und: Care ?'TFrwe'be wiſe and 200d, 
6 it-notfor-0urſehves, for our own Happineſ9And is there 

\any-other Way-to make Gurſc)ves uppy put by gaining 
+ the Love of God and eternal-Life'? Do we hot ſee thatall. 
worldly Comforts are: - ae oay tr They wither. 
vw » ne n [31 


geous'Apparel. Nay, the'very Hopes of this Glory m: 
fil-the good man's Mind with ſo muth Joy, that hewill” 
"even forget his Poverty;and not count Ins Aﬀi@&ion wor- 
thy to be-comparet 'with the* Happineſs he hopes''for ; 
not would he change (Eſtates with the:greateſt Printe 
upon Earth, iwho' is'a' ſtranger 'to'theſe Hopes; ' Thus it 
was with the Holy' Apoſtles and'their Followers, 2/Cor.6. 
' 10:1 Pet. 1. 6,9,8: | EP ARC, 
_ - ThughaveT briefly told'y ou ſomewhat of 'the happi-«. - 
_ nef6 of the godly in the World to come 7 But'on the o- 
"ther Hand confider whatwill be'the Portiofi/of the wick- 
ed; who'diſpiſe the Mercies of: God; ' andithe Offers and 
'Promiſes of the'Goſpel, | theſe! will at laſt * fdltunder "His 
heavy Wratlrand Vengeance, andthere'muft'remiinfor- 
ever.inithe'tnolt-intolerable Tdogarnt -6f Soul atid Bouſe KS 


_ 
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ſet. out by-the-moſt *dreadfi] things, ſuch. as Fire and 


Brimſtone, anda never-dying Worm: thit-perpetually © 
gnaweand ſtinps their Hearts: They. are caſt-into outs 
er:'Darkneſs, where-there 1s weeping/and-, wailing and-* 


- 


| gnaſhing of Teeth; not the leaſtghmmering of Hope or- 


Comfort" to all Eternity, Mat-25.30;41,46- Mark" 9.4 3+" 
to the- End 4, 2-Theſ tr. 7.8.9. : Thete are the Goaterbae- 
being ſet. on the left'Hand; muſt hear, that dotefut Sen- 
tence, Departfrom me wage or 7nto everlaſting Fire prepa- 


red-for the- Devil and his Angels." An heavy Doomand yet- 


Juſt For they- departed from God and negled Is - 
Service -hereon'Earth, and therefore now they-muſt de- 

part-frem his Preſence, in which their corrupt Minds can 
take no-Delight. They prefer'd the Tavern and_the Ale-:;- - 


houſe before the Houſe of Godzand took more pleaſure in. 


feaſting and rink in roaring and-revelling amongſt” 
their- wicked Companions, than in worſhipping of God © 
inthe Commuiiton of-Saints : They : laved* not Prayers 
and Praiſes: in the Aſſemblies of his:People, nor had'any 


. mind to come to. the: Lord's Table, though often inv1-' 


ted-thereto-; and-therefore muſt they now. be. ſhut out 
from ſuch holy Company,. and from. ſuch high-and hea» 
veply Etnployments; for which they are altogether unfit. . 
They-were many of them: greatly given' to Carſing, and. 
now- it's come-upon-them, That t-Clorſe of Gl ANTOy | 
in their Rage often wiſhed to their Neighbour,is now fal- 
len-upen themſelves... Nay; did not many. of theſe:pro- 


- phane Wretches even call for this Curſe upon their own 
' Heads; in-thar hellifh Language of Sod damn me? And- 


what wonder if their-Petition be now granted, and they 


ſentencedto that Damnation which they thus called for? 


By. the Devi/they were led:and guided, and by his wick-- 
ed Inſtraments-and their own brutiſh Luſts; and'there-. - - 
fore now they muſt have the Devil and his Angels, and 


{  _ damned Sinners like themſelves to be their Companians. 


in Torment, who are fo far from- pitying or comforting | 
each other, that rather they curſe one: another. in 
their Miſery, 'who- before: tempted 'one anather to: Sin 

O-fad meeting of the Drunkards, the Whoremangers and 


the Harlots there together in thofeſcorching Flames: | 


Where in vain they-cry out far a Drop of Water panel 


/ a, - 


26 | The-Cheittian Ponitod: - 
their-T . It muſt not begranted :'their gvod thing S - 
are all and gone ; and the Remembrance of all rw</Y 
| Riot CALewdors ſerves but to. 9 Lnereale their Torment. ; | 

... And now alſo they may remember how God did again: - 

and again call upon: them, and they -would not hear 3 
neither therefore will he now' hear their Cries,when pain. 

.and Anguiſh 1 is come ypon them, Prov. 1.24« to the End... 
And' though they may, cry out againſt their. Companions ,./ 
and- accuſe the Devil, and in their rg? blaſphenie ws: 
himfelf,yet.will their Conſciences fly_with| Foot | 
ry. upon. themſelys, who in ſpite of all wi and jt 


that were given them, did by their own wilful and 1 th 

- penitent Continuance 1n Sin, plunge themſelves into th 
Miſery, from whence thzy muſt never be relcaſed. by | 
dreadful Words, .. everlaſting Fire . Eterngl Torment ?. 
How does the- thought. of. this. fink and-break :their--- 
Hearts, and fills them, with deepeſt Horrour: and:Ne-.-. 
ſpair ! /Vho.can dwell with Ag. Barnings 2 Who. 
can? And yet the damned. Sinner..7  Ciovgh 1n the. 
moſt raging and impatient manner.:A fter they have lain- 
" thouſands and millions. of Years in that. Place of Tor- 
ment, yet_is there not-a moment leſs to.come, there. is 
a whole Eternity: ſtill behind. . the "Worm never dies, 
the Flame is 'never quenched. .Nor is: God to; be accuſed 
of Severity. in all this, fince it was. the. Sitiners, own do- 
ing, the Fruit of their own, Choice : For they knew that 
Sin would fink them into Hell, and yet they would yen- 
ture upon it. And jndeed it ſi nks them thither as natu_ 
rally as. a Stone falls ts the Ground.- Even-here on 
Earth, the proud and covetous, the malicious. and re- 
vetipefal, the profane and ſenſual do kindle ſomewhat 
of Hell in their own Souls; and whilſt they carry alon 

. with them the ſame . wicked Temper of Mind, it mu 
ſtill needs make them moſt wretched and. miſerable i in 
another World, as long as ever their Soyls live, and _ 
theſe Vices ſtick to them, that is, to all Eternity. Let 
not him that carries Fire in his-Boſom accuſe God's Pro. 
vidence for making the Fire hot, when he feels it burn 
him; but let him. blame his'own._ folly and Wi a 
ap ſo muſt ſeli-condemned Sinners be forced to 


' And- 


—y 
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And now tell wel 7 6 there not all theRex- - 


. ſon in the World that you ſhould ſpeedily repent. you. 
" of yole Sita: alt thee £061 you! with Lark tank 
' .Deteſtation,and' henceforward ſet upon a Courſe of ſeri- 
ousHolineſs,that ſo you may eſcape allthis Miſery threat- 
ned'to the wicked, and may partake of that Glory which 
15 promiſed to the pious and good < Does not a Thou-- © 
find Pound a Year deſerve the Labour. of one Day ? And 
will not all the Joys of Heaven, that ſhall laft for ever 
and eyer, abundantly reward our Diligence in Gods Ser- 
 viee for this ſhort Life time? and are not the eternal 

Torments of Hell enough to reſtrain Men- from a looke 
and ſinful Life, tho it-:were never. ſo profitable.or plea- 

* ſant here for a little while? But you have before heard 
' it fully proved,that'even at preſent an holy Life is in all 
. Reſpeds moſt for our Benefit or Comfort. So that with- 
out-doubt a goodMan finds moreSweerneſs and Satisfa&ti>. 
on in the way to Heaven, than Sinners do in the way to 
Hell, -Our gracious God appoints us an cafie and honou- 
rable Service, and gives glorious Rewards : But the De- 
vil is a moſt cruel Maſter, and-ſets his Slaves to the vileſt 
 Drudgery, and afterwards pays them very ſad Wages, 
Rom. 6. 21, 22, 23. Whether then will you be Chriſt's 
Freemen, or the - Devils Bondſlaves? Whether will 
you. walk in thegood Ways of God, that bring Peace 
and Comfort here on Farth,andEternalGlory in Heaven; 
or in the crooked paths of Sin, which now: bring Sorrow, 


and Shame, and Pain, and hereafter -will plunge you'into © 


eternal Miſery and Torment in Hell ?' Thus- are Life and 
Death,Happineſs and Miſery ſet before you ; what Chote _ 

- then will you- make? One . would think there was no - 
great Difficulty in this Caſe, to a man that has the Uſe of 
his Reaſon, if he will-at all make uſe of it in the: Aﬀairs. 


__ ” of his Soul. A little thinking ſerves turn to convince” * 


| Men that there is no reaſon why they ſhould chuſe Pover- 
+. ty and Reproach, Pain and Impriſonment(if they can ho- 
_ neſtly avoid them)rather than Riches and Honour; Eaſe 

aid Liberty. But -T am ure there is a Thouſand times - 

leſs reaſon for a Man to diſobey God,and damn his Soul 
for ever, rather than” to pleaſe and ſerve him,” and ſo 

make ſure of eternal Salyation.” Wherefore let me _o__ 

| C 


_— 


| beſfeechyou'to take the Matter into Canfideration, .and-; 
think ſerwuſly what is moſt reaſonable and moſtfor yous 

own Intereft, and then chaſe” accordingly... And 1 pray ;_ - 
God dire& yourHearts'to make ſo wiſe a'Choice,that-yau . 

may never have Cauſe to repent'of it,either in. this World : 


” 


A brief Diſeriprion' of an -Holy Life; with ſame; 
ſhort DireAzons in order thereta. - £ 


F you; now demand of mewherein:confifts thisHolineſs-: 
4. of Life,to-which I have'been «thus: long and .carneftly” 
exhorting you,.that.I hope:you:may-in fome meaſure un 
derſtand by. reflefting-on whatT faid at the beginning,and. 
by attending-to what I have intimated-a}l: alopg:'in my. 
I rengs Aw oe gg: ſhall CON ors 
plainly reprelent 1t to you, - t very briefly"; as:a0' 
_ other.can-beexpeted-in'this little Anat 47 £ 
In the-generalithen(as I have beforeexpreſ#d-it)T am” 
only. perſwading you-to-Jive as' becomes true Chriſtians, 
| according to:yourBaptiſmalVow;in the keeping of-which:; 
- conſiſts your Chriſtianity; Now by: your ipmr''you are: 
engaged to. believe in: ham;and obey,God the Father, the 
- Son,... and the Holy -Ghoſt,- You muſt ſincerely /;and 
heartily, own:God the Father as-your Maker-and Prefers. 
yer, the. Son-of God:as your Redeemer; . andthe Holy: - 
Ghofk as your-SanRifier, Guide:and:| Comforter. And! 
accordingly muſt you, behave your felvesboth inHeartand- 
, Life': And therefore you: muſt-renounce the+Devil;; the: 
World-and-the Fleſh, which wonld:: draw-+you-off from .- 
| God, and muſt ſtedfaſtily: believe the: Articles: of your. 
Chriſtian Faith, and carefully keep. God's holy Will and 
"Commandments all-the Days of your Life. Your Faith-is 
required in-order to Obedience;for if you do'not believe: 
Chriff's Goſpel, /you are notlike to obey-it.. in (theſe 
Twothings then confiſts the Religion of a Chriltin, ; to 
= | i 
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vtiſin, viz. In bilievite - 


what ewe t hath Tevcaled, and in doing what he - 


hath'cornrtanded. Tn ſhort, he is a good Chriſtian: who- 
does firttily belieye his Creed, and carefully keep''the 
Corfitnahdments, . - | 

The 'DoArins. wh 


ich we afe to bclieve, are indeed* 


more largely and fally delivered in the holy Scriptures,: ,” 
which werewrittenby Men inſpired by the Holy Ghoft;-. 


, 
: 


Ad accordingly ought to be,received as the Word of - 
'God, and to be diligently read, and ſtedfaftly* believed. . - 


> But che chief Articles of the Chriſtian Faith-are briefly 
'furttim'd up in that which we call. the Apoltſes Creed, 7. 
believe in God the Father, &c.. This I hope you. are well 
*cquainted with, it being ſo ſhort and plain, anddaily-- 
repeated in the Church Service ; -and rherefore I ſhall : 
not ſetit down at tare. And-this alſo I hope you do be--- 
lieve to'be moſt trac. You would take it ill, if I ſhouſd* 
queſtion your belief of the Creed, without which you - 
are not to be reckoned as Chriſtians, But let me adviſe - 


you To Conſider ferioully and frequently of theſc 


72 


- Truchs contained in the Crecd, that you may more 


Ty_underſtand | vgs and be more affected with them.-. 


- And- pray ſee 


it your belief of them be very firm and : 


' deep.rooted in your Soul, that ſo the fruit of your Faith : 
, nay appear in the Holineſs of your Life. Without this,.. 


' the bare knawi 


of the Creed, and repeating it never {o : 


viten, will ove. Dore -no. ſtead... For, as 1 told you,”. 
Obedience is the End of Faith, - And all the Articles of - 
our Belicf, do moſt plainly tend - to make.us holy and - 
good, if we will but carefally attend to them, and con- - 


er well of them. 'To ſhew it in a few Words, If we be- - 


lieve that God the Father Almighty made us and alttheWarld,” 

then are.we bound: to Love and honohr him, to worſhip; 

and obey him as our Maker -and 'Preferver, who is-Al- 
mighty 1n Power, infinite'in Wifdom, Goodneſs, and all” . 


8 


manner of Perfettions, If we believe that Feſus Chriſt 
7s the Son of G2d, and the Red2emer of Mankind, who died * 
for us, and roſe again, and aſcended to Heaven -and will 
- thence come to judge the quick and: the-dead; tandwill grant 
- to all pehtniitent and: obedient Believers the Forgiveneſs: - 
| and: rouge a z- but -will. ſentence:< 


v5 


than 


.30 The Chziltian'Ponitoz; 
the wicked to everlaſting Miſery : Our Belief of this muſt 
lead us to true Repentance and Amendment of Life, and 
_ "fo an humble Dependance on the Mercies of God, and- 
. the merits of Chriſt for Pardon'and Salvation.. And if: 
' we believe, That it is the Office of the Holy Ghoſt to ſanfifie 
. 445, and all the eleft people of Goa ; then ought we to-pray 
to: God for his holy Spirit, and we muſt comply with his 
- good Motions, and ſubmit to his working-upon our Souls 
| that he may ſan&ifie us and make us holy, that ſo-we 
may be living Members of Chriſt's Holy Catholick-Charch. 
_ Andin this Church we are bound to continue, that fo in - 
. the Communion of Saints, we may. enjoy. | the Benefit of 
-the Word, Sacraments and Prayer, by which means the - 
_ " Holy Gboſt works Grace in us, and increaſes the ſame, * 
till 2t be perfetted in eternal Glory, to which good Men 
ſhall' be advanced both. in Soul and Body at the Reſur- 
;reftion, as their Souls made Entrance upon it preſently 
-aftertheir Death. £4 : yt 40 
-  Thas you fee how a right belief leadsq man to holineſs 
of Life. And therefore in holy Scripture 'do we find fo 
- mach mention, made of Faith, or of. believing in God , 
_-and in Chrift. © This in many places is highly [extolled,: + 
- -and moſt ſtrittly required of us, as the very Sum of. our 
'Duty ; inſomuch that we are often ſaid tobe juſtified or 
-pardoned on account of our Faith, and -to- be faved b 
*Faith,and all this chiefly,as'T ſuppoſe,becauſe true Faith 
produces Obedience, and makes a man become an hum- 
_ ble and fincere Diſciple of Jefus Chriſt, and ſo'makes'us 
fit for the Mercies of God in and'thro* our bleffed' Savi- 
eur. - But when Faith does not bring: forth the Fruit of 
Holineſs and good Works, it's of no Value ' with God; 
nor will ſtand us in any ſtead, as you, may fee at large in ' 
-the fecondChapter of St. Fames, to name no other places, 
» "Wherefore you know we are engag'd by our Bapfiſm,net 
- only to believe all the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, but 
-alfo to keep Gods Commandments, which I am to ſpeak” 
of next. +©-— CE Cort ed Pet gd 
Now thefe Commandments are alſoplainly contained 
4n the holy Scriptures : and therefore there is ſtill more 
reafonawhy you ſhould diligentlyread and ſtudy the ſame 
zV1at-you may know the Will of God and do it; ST 
k | SED | :that - 


that:is to be done by us,I reckon it contained in the Ten | 


- * Commandments, as they are explained to us, and urged 
d. upon ys, both by: the Prophets in the Old Teſtament, 
if. and byour Saviour and his Apoftles-in the New : Efpe-. 
fe. cially:1n our Saviours Sermon-1n-the Mount; in the Fifth, 
Yy Sixth and Seventh Chapters of St. Matthew. And there- 
A fore often read over theſe Three Chapters. There. you 
Js © wilt find what- manner of Perſons the Diſciples of Jeſus 
6 ought to be, even like their Maſter, of -an humble lowly 
Mb " Spirit, meek'and gentle, - pure and peaceable, ' merciful, 
in. |, patient,and the like. Such as theſe he pronounces- bleſſed 
"FE in the.Beginning of that heavenly Sermon,and theſe alone 
bh are they whom he will make moſt blefled with himſelf. 
no __ for ever. But if you will have the Sum of your Duty 
N to- God and your Neighbour, 'as required by the Ten 
* Commandments, briefly. repreſented, take 1t-in the-very 
y . Words of the Church Catechiſm. | 

| : My Duty towards God-is to believe im him ; to fear him; 
ſs fo-love him with all my Heart, with all _my Mind, with alt 
o my Soul, and. with all my Strength; to a him 3, to 
4  gtve him Thanks ; to put my whole truſt. in-him +, to. call © 


4... I y por him; to honour- his holy. Name. and his ward, . and to- 
» | F{Jerve him truly all the days of my Life. © WF 
. My Duty towards'my Neighbour,is to lyue him as myſelf, 
| .and to do to all men as I would they ſhould do to me.To love, 
* honour, - nd ſuccour my. Father and Mother. To honour and 0- - 
bey the King,and all that. are put-in Authority under him. To 
 * ſubmut my ſelf to all my. Governours, teachers, Spiritual Pa- 
8 flor and Maſters. , Toorder my ſelf lowly andreverently to” 
jf all my; Betters. To hurt no body. by Word or- Deed.. To: be:ttue - - 
ant juſt in all my Dealings. To bear no Malice nor. Hatred 


' _ In my Heart. To keep my Hands from picking and ftealing, 
* my Tongue from evil-ſpeaking, lying and flanderine. To. beep © 
t my Body in Temperance, Soberneſs, and Cha$tity. Not to covet 
t and deſire other mens Goods 3, but to learn and 1abour._ truly-to 


t | > gct, my own Living,and todo my: Duty in that State of Life 
2 -into- which it ſhall pleaſe God to call me. <-- ; 
d —Here you haye your Duty'in a little room, which. yeu- - 
. may cafily. keep-in Memory;but eſpecially beg of God to. 
:Wrate his Laws in your Heart, that you may-freely and - 
_ «ahearfully obey them. in yourLife and Converſation: 2.74 
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for your further Alliſtance. :4-ſhall a little enlarge upow 
the chief of theſe Duties, eſpecially.the-Love of God and. 
your Neighbour, and {o conclude, with.ſome. ſhort and 
. general Directions for the guiding of your Steps.more 
readily and conſtantly in the” Ways of Holindls all the 
- Days of your Life. 
Tolove God-with all our Heart and Soul, 5 is the firſt 
' andegreat Commandment ; as our Saviour himſelt teach- 
eth us, Mat.'22.-37, 38. This makes us more cafily.to 
ny all the reſt ofhis Commands. For if we truly fove 
we. ſhall be very. fearful.to offend him, and:very 
. eareful to, pleaſe him in all our Ways. . Aud. thentdowe- / 
truly love God with-all our Heart, when/we love him 
more than al{ other things'in the World, more than-Richs+ 
ez, Pleaſures, Honour, F riends;or-any. other Enzoyments, 
ea,more-than- our'very Lives 3 ſo thatwewill-part with 
all, rather than loſe the Favour of God, in which we ac- 
count. our Happinefs chiefly to conſift. This E take tobe 
the very Effence-of Religion, and” 'tis that -without 
which-our Saviour tells us'we cannot be this [Diſciples 
Mat. 10.37, $8, But:when once weare got to:this blefſ-.. 
Kd Temyer, we ſhall find it no very hard:Matter:tode- + 
ny. our ſelves, and take up our Crobs, :and follow our 
L000 and Maſter, bot in welldoingand-in patient Suf- 
ering, | 
- + Whereforellet us carneſtly:beg ofGod by his holy Spt- 
rit to work this-Love:ih our-Nearts. And:to-our prayers: 
let us add our own.diligent Endeavours-3-and eſpecially 
Tet us'be-mucttin thinking of all the Goodneſs —_ 
Kindneſs of God, manif to-us and'to all the 
Let: us conſider "what: he has-done for - us already, both: 
fox Soul and'Body, and what the baspromiſed \to-do in. 
the Life to come... And never let our'Hearts' be at reſt, - 
fill they are entirely fixet upon 'the ever-blefled God'as. 
eur.chiefeſt-Good, and only ſatisfying Portion, And let- _ 
us earneſtly ſeek. his Favour through our Lor we pore the - 
Mediator, who came into the World on purpoſe to bring 
us into aſtate of Friendſhip with God;that-we mightlove 
him, and be loved of him, and live with him for ever-in- 
Love and Joy. But always remember'that Obedienceſto- 


Ks is the only fare Eyidence of true faving Love.' "194 
Res - 


"lt 


/ 


t loves God; will hate and/abhor Sin-and Wickednefs.. 
- Let the Son preteritl' what Love and Honour he will to 
his Father, he-doesnot truly Tove him, except hevuſe all. 


duccare'to pleaſe him. - - 6 
| And if you do'thus fincerely love Gotas your Father, 
then- you may always comfortably truſt in him, and de-- 
' pend upon /hmm,which'is'another great Duty, and'brin 
great Peace and Quiet to'our Minds, Ia. 26.3,4. Whilſt _ 
you live in Obedicnce to God's Commands, you have a 
{ure Intereſt in his Promiſes, and may ſafely. rely ypon his 
ood Providence for the Performance of thetn; Where- 
whatever your watits, your Dangers;or Sufferings are, 
do not diſtruſt the Providence of God, but wait paticnt- 
ly, and do your ownyDuty, and be affured, God ini his 
ood time,will ſuccourand rdlieve youu will direQ,com- 
Gt and ſtrengthen you. Let all the Experience you. 
have'hitherto had of his loving Kindnefs, -engage you to 
truſt in him as long as you live. And take great care that. 
you never murmur nor repine againſt God under atiy af- + 
fiition--whatever, when 'you meet with the heavieſt 
Crofles and yponierodnthor loſe your deareſt Relati- 
ons and Friends, ſay with holy 7b, The Lord gives, and, 


the Lord takes away, bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. Be- : - 


ſcech God'to teachyou that excellent Leſſon of Content- 
ment in all E ſtates, Phl. 4: 11, 12,13: Though you-may 
be low and poor in the . World, yet conſider, you.have 
alwayF cauſe to be thankful;but SA” reafon to com- 
plain. God knows what Condition-15 beft for us, and.let 
us leave it to him to-chuſe whit we fhall have. We that 
deſerve-nothing but Wrath and Mifery,ought to acknow-- 
ledge the great Goodneſs of God, that we are on this ſide 
Hell; It is of the Lord's Mercies,that we are not utterly con- 
ſwmed, and that we do enjoy any Meaſure of Comfort; 


| Think how poor the Lord: Jeſus was for our Sakes, who 


ha&not where to lay his Heat, and: was miniſtred to by 
_ the Subſtance of others; and in the ſame mean Condit1- 
on did the holy Apoſtles. live, Your. low Condition 
_ frees yowfrom a great many-Snares and Temptations;and: 
from a great many Cares and Sorrows that rich People 
meet with.. If you but truly love God;and have a Trea- 
fare Heaven. you are very rich;. though you: have m_ 


3 T be Chziſtian Ponitaz, ak 
thes Gold.nor Silver.” Fear not, but God will give you. 
- and yours Faod and Raiment, .and.having that, let ys. be --- 
___ content and thankful. Yea, let us put the very worſt, 
that we ſhould ſtarve to death for .want. of Bread(which- 
not-one of a Theuſand.does in. Times of peace and Plen- 
ty) yet if our Souls be fit for Heaven, and carried. thi. 
ther, we ſhall have no cauſe to complain,of the manner 
of our:Death. Lhave'been a little the larger upon this 
for the ſake of poor people, who are apt to be difcon- 
* tented,and to murmur at their Condition z tho alas, they - 
commonly bring themſelves- into it, or make it "vgs 4 , 
worſe by. their own careleſs.and looſe Lives,as| was before- . 
mentioned. i” ds : | 108 ID: EIIE M 
And yet before proceed tothe Duty you owe toyour 
Neighbour, let.me in a few Words dirett you, as to the 
Worſhip of God in Prayers and Praiſes. This is a Duty 
moſt frequently enjoyn'd in Scripture, and practiſed by 
all good men, and t Fs bv 18 of Nature may direct 
_ ustoit, We have daily need of Gods mercy,and do daily 
taſte of it, and therefore we are taught to. pray continually, 
and in every thing to give Thanks. --To God alone muſt 
we'offer up oyr Prayers and Praiſes.in the-Name of Jcſus * - 
Chriſt, as he himſ=lf teacheth._us, Mat..q. 10. Zob 16. 23. 
 Vye muſt not-pray to Angels or Saints, nor. make.uſe of 
them as our Mediators, for this-is the peculiar Office of 
-Chriſt who died for us, and is now _interceding at the 
right Hand of God, 1.Tim. 2.5. Heb..7. 25. VVherefore 
we mean ſinful Creatures, muſt always come to God in 
the Name of Chriſt, and for his ſake alone, hope for the 
Favour of God, :the Pardon of our.Sits, the Acceptance © 
of our Perſons and Services, and the .Salvation of our 
SOIC pn S Ei | | o 
And our Saviour teacheth us to worſhip God in a pure 
and ſpiritual Manner, with our Hearts and Souls; becauſe 
hes a Spirit, and ſearches the Hearts of Men, 7oh.4.'24. 
VVherefore by no means may.we make any Image or. Pls. ,- 
Rure of God, nor may we givereligious VVorſkip to an: - 
 Image,which is dire&ly contrary to the ſecondCommand-: 
ment. - Neither may. we frame tn our Minds any bodi]: 
Shape or Likenefs of God when. we pray to him,but mult. 
ceohccjye of him a5 4 moſt pure and glorious Spirit,woſt. 
| TT ER oO 2. powerful. 
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 bours, and make them more eafie and:pleafant. E 
ſure to ſet ſome Time apart every day for ſolemn prayer. - 


powerful and wiſe and good, who fills. the, whoſe YYorld 
with his.Preſcnce,and 15 always near to us, tho not tobe 
ſeen. with bodily Eyes; and hearSour Prayers;and knows 


our V.Vants, and is bothable and willing to. help us; 


Our Saviour hath commanded. us to pray in private, 
when we are alone, Mat. '6. 6. And there he taught his 
Diſciples how to pray,and hath given us that moſt excel- 
lent Form which we call the Lord's Prayer, Our Father 
which art in Heaven, &c. which by the way, may affure 
us, that Forms of Prayer are very lawful, and the Lord's. 


' Prayer may both ſerve fora Pattern to-dire@ us in all our 


Prayers, and alfo is it ſelf moſt fit to be uſed .and joyned - 


. to our o:her Prayers. But it is:not proper to- uſe the Be- 


lief and the Ten Commandments for Prayers,as the Man- 
ner isof poor ignorant People.; tho we ought often to 
think of them,or rehearſe them, for the quickning af our 


Faith, and the guiding of our Lives... --- 


. Upon all Occafions, in all our Troubles.and Diſtrefles, . 


' Jef us be much in Prayer to God, -and- till-ſeek to him, - 


For-mercy and Cotofort, who is always nigh to them that 
call upon him in Truth and Sincerity.; VVould the poor 
Man ſeek as earneſtly to God for Relief, as he does to his 
rich Neighbour, he would find. it the ſureſt courſe to 
have his VVants ſupplied. And let us alfo frequently be 
lifting up our Hearts to God in a Term, Berks andPraiſe, 
for all his Mercies and Favours which . he beſtows upon 
us. Thus may even the pooreſt Man have his Mind of- 


_ tenemplayed whenthe 15 at work in the Shop, or in.the 


Field, or'when he is walking in the way,. or ſailing on 
the Seas, which would not hinder, . but: further ts La- 
ut be 


Very fit it is to begin the Day with Prayer to God, as 
ſoon as we riſe out of -Bed-; Blefling his Name for our _ 
Preſervation | and- quiet” Reſt, begging his gracious pre- 


- ſencewith us all the Day, that we may be kept from all 


Evil, eſpecially from Sin, the worſt of all. - And at the 
Evening let this be our laſt VVork before we Jie down: to 


 i[leep, humbly to commit our ſelves to God by Prayers, 
;Bfal. 92-1, 2. SEES | 
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A Searies, fromthe publick Worſhip of 
| by Law eſtabliſhed in the Church of Eng/and.. Bart fee 
4 


. many 'of your Family 
ſpared. 'Come to the'very Beginning of the Service,and - 


Exceeding uſeful is it for thoſe who have Fatnilies, go 
joy together Moranitig and Evening in Prayer "to-Gbd, -. 
and in reading ſome part of his Holy Word, for which - 
purpoſe there ate'many'good Books of Deyotion : Ant 
tho they have none bf theth, yerthey may uſe ſuch'of the 
Prayers of the Church'as are'proper for their purpoſe, 
which are robe: found in the Morning and 'Evening'Ser- 
vice, and in other' places. - $40 ior, ; 
© Before you ſit down to Meat, beg God's B'eſſing upon 
it, and afterwards return Thanks for it, © 

But beſides our Deydtions in'the Fatwily'or Clofet;our 
great-Duty is to*worſhjp God in the publick Aﬀemblies - 
of his 'people, 'which 'by no'meatis we ought to forſlike, 
Heb. 10. 25. Suffer not Your ſelves therefore by.atiy Pre- 
tences whatever to be drawn away, ard ſs Papiſts or 


« 


25 it 15 now 


t you duly refort to' your Parith Chyrches, and that. 
not orfy on Holy-diys, bit on the Week-days, when'you . 
have Opportunity and Leiſure. More efpecially Tee that 
you _tly Fegoene the Church 6n'the Lord's Day,if 
not hindred by Sickties, or ſort: other very great and 
wrgetit Cauſe. Let not that exciife keep you from Church, 
which would: notkeep you from the Market. Bring as 

long'with you- as can poſſibly be 


ſtay quietly'to the End of 'it; not running away before: 
the Blefſitig, zs mzny careleſs People rudely do,as if they 
wereglad to'get away, as from. a Prifon, Benave your 
ſelves with alFdue Reverence, :both of Body and Middg.. 
conſidering the Majeſty of that God, in-whvoſe Preſence. 
you ſtand,before whom the very Angels veil their Faces... 
Always kneel at your Prayers, if there be Convenience, 
or ſtatid at left, Pal. 95. 5. Above all, look well to 


the Temper of your Soul, and keep” up an awful Senſe _-- - 


of the great 'God to-whom you are prayiiig, and mind 
well what is ſaid. as you go along with the Prayers,and- 
offer up-your Defires to God z, otherwiſe, though you. 
may tpeak much, you do not pray at all. Av6id all vaitt 
and wandring Thoughts, as much: as poſſible. When you: 
joyw-in theGonfeſſion of Sins; think of your own partied- | 


k, \ 
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lar Faulrs,and be deeply humbled for them : And be ul- 
feignedly thankful for all God's Mercies, whilſt you arc 
praiſing his Name 3 and earneſtly long after thar Grace 
you pray for. Attend wich Care and Reyeretice ro God's 
Word, when it's read from the Desk, and allo ro "the 
preaching aad explaining ic from the Pulpit, thar you 
may be both diligent Hearers, and faithful Doers of the 
Word. Negle& not the Church In the Afternoon, tho' 
you ſhould live where there is no Sermon. Cartechifing 
may be as uſeful to you, and this ought to be 1a all Places, 
And beſides that,you will kear the Holy Scriptures read, 
and have the Benefit of the pudlick Prayers. 

When you come from Church, ſpend not the Remain- 
der ofthe Day 1a Sportsand Idiencſs,much leſs 1n Drink- 
ing and Gaming.as too many do : Bur if you have a F4- 
mily, ler ſome Time be ſpent with them, in praying, 1n 
reading God's Word,and fome good Book 3 ard ler Chil- 
dren ad Servants be inſtrutted in their Catechiſm, Ex- 
amine them abour wha: they have heard, that ſo ir may 
make them more actentive; and do you medi:rate on the 
ſame, that it may ſink into your Heart. Works of Mer- 
cy and Neceflicy may be done on the Lord's Day ; but by 
no Mcansallow your ſelves in any needleſs Labour, nor in 
travelling up>n the Road,or wandring about ro make idle 
Viſics. God allows us fix Days in the Week for our own 
Employments, let us devote the Lord's Day to his Ser- 
vice readi;y and chearfully. | 

When the Sacrament of Baptiſm is adminiſtred,do you 
attend (O1r. Remember [your own Engagement by ha- 
ving received it-io your Infancy, and reſolye to live an- 
ſwerable thereto, Join in Prayer for God's blefling on 
the Children then received into the Church. And whea 
you bring your own Children to be baptiz:d, ſee that 
you do moſt ſincerely give them up to God, and devore 
-them to his Service,with ficm Reſolutions to bring them 
up in his Fear, if God (pare your Lives and theirs, and 
carneſtly pray for his Grace to be giyen Into their Souls. 
And thoſe to whom you ſtand as Sureries, you ought to 
do your utmoſt towards their good Education in the 
Knowledge of God and Keligion , according ro the 
Charge given you, eſpecially if the Parents dic, or prove 
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negligent. And pray beware of a very wicked PraQice 
which is common in ſome Places, thar after a Child is 
baptized, the Neighbours-rhat are invited, ſpend the reft 
of the Day in Riot and Drunkenneſs, forgetting,that even 
nov! they renounced*the Lufts of the Fleſh ; thoſe who 
ſtood at the Fonr, and all the reſt, are under the fame 
Ob:1garion, . 

Whenever you are Invited by your Minifter to the ho- 
ly Communion, do not willingly negle& the invication; 


bur-come with a thankful Hearr, to keep up the remem- , 


brance of Chriſt's Love in dying for ſinners, according to 
his expreſs Command, Luke 22.19. Take cate to prepare 
yourelves, by true Repenrance for all your former fins, 
and ſtedfaſt purpoſes by God's Grace, throughly ro for- 
fake the ſame, See that you be in perfe& Chariry with all 
Men, freely forgiving thoſe who have offended yon, and 
offering ſatisfattion ro thoſe whom you have offended. 
If after this they will not be reconciled, that's not your 
faulr, but theirs; and therefore may not keep you from 
the Sacrament. Stay nor away out of a Pretence, that 


you want time to Prepare your ſelf. For a conſtant holy « 


Life, is the beſt Preparation. If you are fir for Prayers, 
you are fit for the Communion, Do not think char the 
Communion is onlyfor Rich People. The Souls of the 
Poor are as precious as the Rich ; and as much concerned 
in Chrift's Death; and they have as much cauſe to re. 
member ir, and ſeck afrer the benefits of ir. If you have 
not Mony to Offer art the ColleQtion, ſee that you Offer up 
your ſelves to God, and that will be of more Value. 
Complain nor that you want Clothes, and therefore you 
Abſent, both from the Church and Communion ; bur ſee 
that you come in rhe Wedding Garment required in the 
Goſpel, with humble, penicent, thankful Hearts 3 and 


then you will be welcome Guefts at Chriſt's Table. For 


your direQion, if you have vo Books on this Subje&; yer 
Read ſeriouſly the Office for the Communion in the Com- 
mon Prayer, and you may find very great Afﬀiſtance from 
tt. Irs very fic alfo to Conſult with your Miniſter, eſpe. 
clally the firſt rime you receive. Afure your ſelyes, it's 


. 2 very heinous fin, to hve one year after another, in the 


neglect of this weighty Dury, andargue « ;ue5v great Con- 
tempt 
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rempr of our Saviour's Authority, and of his infinite Lov 
and Kindneſs, oP | 

Before I leaye ſpeaking of your Duty to God, let me 
beleech you carefully to Abſtain from that common haij- 
nous ſin of Swearing. A moſt ſenſleſs piece of wickedneſs, 
that brings neicher pleaſure nor profic along with ir, When 
you are call'd before the Magittrare in weighty Caſes, you 
may lawfully ſwear, Heb. 6. 16. bur take grear Care to 
Swear the Truth, and nothing but the Truth ; for other». 


_ wiſe, you call the True God ro Witneſs a Lye, and do 


even call for his Vengeance upon your ſelves. In your 
ordinary Communication, avoid all manner of Swearing, 
either by the Sacred Name of God, or by any Creature, 
Matth. 5.34. 7am. 5.12. Uſe not ſuch Expreſlions, 4s you 
hope to be ſav'd, As you hope for mercy ; with others the like, 
which are great Oaths, though frequently uſed upon eve- 
ry ſlight occafion. Do not ſo much as raſhly and careleſly 
mention the Holy Name of God or Chriſt ; bur ler your 
inward Reverence be manifeſted in your outward Ex- 
preflions. | | 

And to this I may fitly joyn an earneſt Caution againſt 
the ſin of Curfing, in which the Name of God Is: ofren 
diſhonoured 3 when Men wiſh that God's Curſe may light 
upon others, ſometimes on their very Children and near- 
eſt Relations, ſomerimes on their Neighbours, and ſome- 
rimes on - their Catrel. Some prophane Wretches with 
Damnation to thoſe they Quarrel with, yea, even to them- 
ſelves. And how common is it to hear Men In their 
Wrath, with the Pox, or Plague, or Hanging to their 
Neighbour, or bidding the Devil take chem. Indeed'chey 
themſelves ſeem to be poſſeſs'd by him, whilſt they Ven 
this Language of Hell; and do take the ready way to bring 
all manner of Curſes, both on their own Soul and Bedy, 
Pſal.109.17,18. This wicked Cuſtom proceeds borh from 
the want of the True Fear of God in Men's Hearts, and 
alſo from want of Kindneſs and Charity ro one another ; 
of which I am nexr to ſpeak a few words, 

Next to the love of God above all, the loving of our 
Neighbours as our (elyes, is the great Dury of a Chriftlan, 
as-our Saviour reaches inthac ſame place, Mat. 22. 35,40 
Aud Love is ſaid to be the ſalfding of the Law, Rom. 13.8 
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9. 10. Nothing more becomes a Djfciple of Jcſvs Chriſt, 
than to live in Love and Charicy with all Men, doing all 
the good we can to o:hers, but doing no manner of evi] 
ro any, Read 1 Cor. 13. This is moſt frequently and 
flri -ly commanded in the Goſpel, ard made the very 
Badge and Charatter ofa Chriſtian, Joh. 13. 34,35. This 
makes us moſt like ro our bleſſed Lord and Maſter, who 
went about continually doing good, both to the Souls and 
Bodies of Men, -even to the very worſt of Men ; and ro * 
his moſt bitter Enemies, djd he ſhew great Charity and ( 
Kindaeſs, And herein let us ſtudy to be like him to the Y 
utmoſt of our Power. 

If we have true Love forall Men, we ſhall then eaſily 
and readily perform all thoſe Duties which we owe to 
rhem in the ſeveral Pl:ces and Relations wherein we ſtand, 
of whici I mwſt not here go adout to give a particular ac. 
count, But in general, Rusbands and Wives ought moſt 
cnrirely to love each other, and ftudy to render one an- 
others Lives happy here, and their. Sonls hereafrer. For 
if they live in Diſcord and Wrath, they have an Heil up 
on Earch whilſt they live,and have reaſon ro expett the « 
crernu) Tormenrs of Hell when they die. Parents ought 
ro love their Children and take due Care of them, both 
as ro Soul-and Body ; and Children ought to honour and 
obey their Parents, and relieve chem, if they ſtand in 
need. Maſters muſt be gentle and kind towards their Ser. 
vants ; and Servants muſt be faithful and obedient ro 
their Maſters, even to the froward and ſevere, Subje&s 
muſt yield Ob:dience to all the lawful Commands of their 
Rulers,and pariently ſubmir to what Puniſh nears they in- 
flia ; and upon no prerence whatever may they reb:l 
againſi chem; for it is moſt exprelly forbidden in Scrip- 
rure, and Damnation threatned to thoſe that are guilty, 
Rom, 1.3. 1, 2- And commonly Treaſon and Rebellion, _ 
bring nothing bat Ruin and Miſery In this World, as 
well as, the next, The People ought to eſtcem and love 
their Miniſters, ro follow their godly Admonicions and 
Examples, and afford them due Muiarenance, 
 Vabrief, we muſt carcfully abſtain from doing any In- 
Jury vo any Man, of what Ranks or Condition ſoever, ci- 
*=<x in I's Soul or Body, his Eſtate or good Name 3 _ 
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muſt be ever ready to do all manner of Good to all Men 
according to.our Ahilicy and Opnortunity, And herevy 
we are to ſhew, rhac we love'onr Neighbours as our 
ſelves,by dealing wich al{ Men ſo truly and juftly,ſo mer- 
cifully and kindly,as we defire to be dealr wich our ſelves, 
This is rhe grear Rule of the Goſpel, Mat. 7.12. And by 
this Rule ought we ro govern our ſelves inail oc Carriage 
towards others, both in buying and ſelling, and in our 
whole Converſation, This is a very plain and cafie Rule 
to walk by, and is moſt jutit and <qua!, and very large 
and comprehenſive ; fo that if a Man will yoneſtly and 
faithfully arrcnd to ir, he need not go far to ſeek for Di- 
reRion how to behave himſelf in motiCiſes thit may hap- 
pen betwixt him and his Neighbour. Would I be revi- 
led and flandered,cheated and couzened,beaten and hurc, 
or any other way abus'd ? If nor, then let me not uſe an- 
other at this rate, Would I bedeſpiſed and derided for 
my Faults, or for my Poverty and Mi: fortune ; World 
I not rather in Reaſon defire to be kindly inftrutted, aſ- 
ſiſted and relieved? Thus then, let me deal with my 
Neighbour, and according to my power, with mecknels 
and true kindneſs, inftru& the ignorant, reclaim the vi- 
cious and erroneous, comfort the ſad, relieve the oppre(- 
ſed, feed rhe hungry, and cloath the naked.” Even choſz: 
that are of a mean Condirion,muſt be ready to help ſuch 
as are jn greater want than themſelves. Tine Mun tha: 
lives by. kis Labour, Is not wholly excuſed from Works 
of Charity, Eph. 4. 28. The Widow's Mire is very ac- 
ceptable to God ; and a Cup of cold Water ihall not Joſe 
its Reward. A willing charitable Mind ir is that God chiet- 
ly laoks at,. and calls for, and this the pooreſt may haye, 

if ic be nor their own Faulr, 2 
And our Charity and Kindneſs is not only to be ſhewn 
ro. our Friends, but to our very Enemies themſelves, 
We may not render evjl for evil,bur muſt ftudy to over- 
come evil by doing of Good, If anocher ſirike us we 
may nor ſtrike again ; if he rail upon us, and rev1le us 
we maſt not return the {ame ill Language ; but either by 
ſilence, or by gentle and ſoft Anſwers endeavour to ap- 
peaſe his Wrath, For the Rule is nor, to deal with oth-rs 
as they deal with me, bur as 1 ja Reaſon defire ro be 
K. 3 dea:! 
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' fead, by their conrinual Brawling and Scolding, Quar- 
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dealt wirh 3 and another Man's Fault will not excuſe mine. 

Tf he do me an Injury, I muſt not be Judge In my own 
Carſe, nor take upon me to Revenge Ir, bur in weighty 
Cates may fly to the Magiſtrare for Retlef. But upon no | 
Account whatever may we bear any grudge or hatred 1n 
our Hearts againft any Man, though never ſo wicked, | 
nor rever ' ſo much our Enemy ; bur we muſt pity him 

and pray for him, thar God would give him a better- 


mind, If ever we-hope to find Mercy with God, and 


have our Treſpaſles forgiven, we muſt forgive thoſe that 

Offend us, as we learn from the Lord's Prayer, and ma- « |: 
ny moſt plain places of Scripture. See Matth. 5.44, (Fc. ; 
Matth,18.21. to the end, Rom. 12. 14. to the evrd. We : 
muſt ſhew meekneſs and gentleneſs to all Men, and never | 
willingly ſay or do any thing to provoke another ro An- 
£er 3 nor ſhould we be eafily provoked, but very eaſily 
appeaſed and reconciled. It's very fad to confider, what 
wretched and miferable Lives many of rhe poorer ſort |}: 


reiling and Contending one with anorher ; and ſomerimes 
when they have ſcarce Mony to buy Bread, they'lethrow _ 
It away 1n vexatious Law-Suits, merely our of Spite and 
Revenge. 

And the People of this Rank, ought eſpecially ro-be- 
ware of envying thoſe that are in berter Condition than 
themſelves. We ought ro have that true Kindneſs and 
good WH! for all Men, that we ſhould be glad of their 
Proſperity, though we our ſelves be in affliftion: As on 
the other hand, we onghr ro have great Compaſſion for 
thoſe in Miſery, though we be m Proſperity. - 

And ler ſuch thar ze in Want, take heed thar their 
Neceitnries put them upon no unlawful Courſe for their 
Relief, Particularly, beware of ſtealing any thing, though 
of a {mall Value. By degrees It's to be fearcd, you will 
£0 on ro grearer matrers, and ſo may bring your ſelves - 
ro Shame and Puniſhmenc in this World as well-as- thar 
ro come, The beſt way to avoid this, is to be very dl- 
ligent in your lawful Calling, as che Apoſtle direds in 
chart place before-named, Eph.4.28, If you are not able to 
Work, it's lawful co Beg. Burt by no means berake your 
feives ro this lazy, upprofirable Life of Begging, if- you 
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The Thiiſtian Yonſto!, 4:3 
ary able to ſubſift by any ocher Lawful Courſe. He thar 
will not work when he can, deſerves not to Eat. Bur 
rather than either Steal or Starve, you may ſcek for Re- 
lief from your Neighbour's Charity. But do not go 
abour to deceive him, by borrowing what you know you 
are never like to pay 3 for this is downright Cheating. 
Rather deal plainly, and make known your Necellities. 
If you Truſt in God, and do your Duty, he will rake 
Care of you: And though you may be in Straits. ſome- 
times, yer ſtil] you will find a Supply. And to prevenr 
your Poverty, ler me eſpecially warn you againſt rha» 
common Bruitiſh Sin of Drunkenneſs, which brings bock 
this and many other Miſchiefs along with it, as T have be- 
fore rold you. Indeed ir hinders every thing that's good, 
and leads Men inro all manner, borh of Sin and Miſery. 
This Vice ir is rhat- makes more Beggars than any other 
Cauſe, Wherefore, if you have any regard to your Fa- 
milies, any love to Soul or Body, avoi1 all Riot and Ex- 
ceſs. Ear and Driok moderately, as may tend to keep 
you beſt in Health, and make you moſt fir for che Service 
of God, and your own Callings. | 

And laſtly, Beware of that filthy fin' of Whoredom, 
which very ofren goes along with Drunkenneſs, and as 
ofren brings the Curſe of God, both upon. Mens Bodies. 
and Eſtares. And ro keep you innocent, avotd Idleneſs 
as well as Intemperance. And fly from all lewd and wick- 
ed Company, where you are in danger of being enticed 
and enſnared; and do not fo much as allow your ſelves 
mM any unclean Thoughts or Defires, nor in filthy Diſ- 
courſes, or in any wanton Carriage and Behayizour, For 
the preventing of all wickedneſs in this kind, God hath 
allowed Marriage, which tis (aid ro be Honourable in all, 
but Whoremongers and Adulterers God will Judge, Heb. 
13- 4. Wherefore let them who are in thar Stare keep- 
firily true t2 rheir Marriage Vow : And all both mar- 
ried and ſingle, preſerve both Body and Soul ſo Chaſte * 
and Pure, that the holy Spirit of God may now dwell 
in cheir Hearts, and they may be fir ro dwell for ever in 
the Preſence of the moſt Holy God. 

And thus I have briefly given you an Account wherela | 
conſifis that Holineſs of Life, ro which all Chriſitans are 
E: 4 : Oblt' 
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44 The Ch:ilkfan Wontto?., 
obliged by the Precepts of our Blefſed Saviour, and by 
their Baptiſmal Vow, which binds chem ro keep his Pre- 


cepts, ard to follow his Example, who himſelf lived in. - 


the ſame holy manner thar he tavghc, and hach command- 
ed thoſe that ſay they abide in him to walk as he 
walbed, 150h.2.6, The ſum ofallyou have in few words, 
which the Goſpel teaches, even thar we ſhould deny un 
zodlineſs and worldly luſts, and live ſoberly, righteouſfly and 
proufly in the world, Tit. 2.11, 12, 

And now ler me again beſcech you ſeriouſly to conſi- 
der whether. it has been your care to live ſuch holy and 
good lives, yea or no. And wherein ſoever your Con- 
fcience doth accuſe you,that you have negleRed the Du» 
tics God hath commanded, or committed thoſe Sins 
which he hath forbidden, do you Humbly acknowledge 
and confeſs the ſame to Almighty God; with true Gedly 
torrow fer the ſame, earneſtly Lande Mercy and Par- 
gon for Chriſt's ſake,who died on the Croſs for Sinners, 
and thro' whom all that confeſs and forſake their Sins 
ſhall find Mercy. Wherefore do ycu henceforward reſolve 
by his Grace that you will forſake your Sins, and amend 
ycur Lives, and make it your chief buſineſs ro keep Con- 
ſciences vcid of Offence roward God and Man,not allow- 
ing your ſelves in any known fin,nor in the wilful negle& 
of any known Dury, Do not objeR againſt this,and ſay, 


thar it 15 impoſſible to lead fuch an holy Life, For Thou- 


ſands in the World,- of all Ranks and Conditjons, haye 
done it in all Ages, by the Afﬀiſtance of God's Grace, 
which you ſhall never want, if you ſcek'it earneſtly, and 
improve it diligently; And though there may ae-ftrit be 
ſome Difficu!ry in leaving an ill'courſe, yer by degrees ir 
will grow eafie, and you will then find nothing fo ſweer 
and pleaſant as Religion and Virtue. 

And do not,I beſcech you, fancy that it is not for poor 
People to think of. being ſo Religious and Godly ; that. 
this is only for the rich, who have litcle elſe to do, Why, 
will not ycu that are poor have as much Care of your own 
Souls as the rich, and ftudy robe happy as well as they ? 
By this means you will be even with-chem, yea much hap- 
pier than they,even in this Life, except they be good as 
well as grear, Whartis there in all I have (aid,but _ 

ne 
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rhe poorelt may perform, if they have but @ willing 
Mind? May you not love God and your Neighheur, be 
ſober and chaft, meck and humble, pray to God, and 
praiſe his Name, &c. Nay, 1s not this the much better 
way to keep you from Poverty, or to heip you our of it ? 
Is it rot much cheaper to live ſoberly and honeſtly, than 
ro live in Druvkenneſs and Whoredcm, and ſuch like 
waſtful tins 2 Does it not coſt you muth-more to go to 
Law for Reverge, than to forgive an Tnjury ? Oue Vice 
coſts more the maintaining, than tea Virtues, And I am 
confident, more Families are brought to Poverty by gra- 
tifying their Luſts, than by providing for their Children, 
how many ſoever they be, .Is it net, think you, much 
better for your Selves and Families, to ſpend the Lord's- 
Day in God's Service, both in publick and privare, than 
to waſt your Time and. Mony at the Alchouſe ? Daily 
Experience ſhews,thar it 1s cot Religion,bur the want of 
ir,that makes Men poor and miſerable. Beſides that,ſuch 
good People have God's Bleſſing and Favours, as I have 
already ſhewed ; and therefore he'll be ſure to take care 
of them and theirs, 

And pray do not think that you ſhall be ſaved meerly 
becauſe you are pocr: For if you be wicked and ungodly, 
you will certainly be miſerable in the next World as well 
as this. - Lazarus was not ſaved becauſe he was poor, bur 
becauſe he was a pious good Man: And on the other 
hand, Dives was not damn'd for being rich, but becauſe 
he was luxurious and proud, and wholly giyen up to 
pamper and adorn his Carcaſe. 

Ler we further warn you againſt rwo.or three dange- 
rous Miftakes that harden many Men in their Sins. Be- 
ware of thinking that it's enough for a Man to be baptt- 
zed, and keep his Church, and go to Prayers and Ser- 
mons, and (cmerimes ro the Communion, and ſay his 
Prayers in private, that this is enough to prove him a 


_ good Chriftian, and wake ſure of Saivarion. All this is 


very good,bur this will nor ſerve turn,excepr our Hearts 
be ſo thoroughly ſanRified by the Grace of God, that we. 
Qo truly love God above all, and ſet cur featcs on the 
Joy of Heaven,and love our Neighbours. and be true and 


Jaſt in all ourDealing:,temperate and chaſt in ourConver- 


{ation 5 
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{ation as is before deſcribed, And this isthe great End 
of Prayers, Sermons and Sacraments, ro make us more 
and more holy in Heart and Life : without which we ſhall 
be rather worſe than better for them, Matth.7.21,22,23. 

Be nor ſo weak as to think you may be ſaved by a good 
Belief alone,by your Faith in Chriſt,and truſting in God, 
without Obedience to his Commands, It Is for Chriſt's 
*ake only you are ſaved, but he will fave none bur thoſe 
who obey him, Heb. 5. 9. And thar only ls true faving 


Faith, which purifies the Heart,and produces Obedience, 


as you have heard before. And fince God has plainly 
e2Id us, that we cannot be ſaved without Holineſs, if we 
rake up a fooliſh Confidence that we may be ſaved with- 
our it, this is not truſting in God, bur our own Fancies, 
and the Devil's Delufions. We may fafely truft in God's 
- Promiſes, but then let us ſee to perform the Conditions, 
and become ſuch an humble, holy People, as he has pro- 
miſed for Chrift's Sake ro own and ſave. 

Take heed alfo of miſtaking the Nature of Repentance, 
as if jt were only being a lictle ſorry for our Sins, and 
crying to God for Mercy, and then all will be well, tho 
we go on ſtill in our old Ways. But thisis a moſt dange- 
rous Miſtake. For a Man never truly repentstill he for- 


ſakes his Sin, and changes his Courſe: When the Drunk- 


ard becomes ſober,and the. prophane Man a devour Wor- 
ſhipper of God, and ſo continues. True Repentance: 
changes the Heart and Life of a Sinner, 

And laſtly,do not think ir enough to forſake ſome Sins. 
ard keep others; to do fome good Dutles and negleQ 
others, and then excuſe your felves by ſaying it is your 
Failing. Every Man has hus Failing, and this is mine. SO 
ſays the Drunkard and the Whoremonger, and (oſays the 
angry Man when he ſwears or curſes, or gives bad Lan- 
guage. Bur ſuch Sins as are commitred againſt Knowledg 
and Coriicience, and conrinued from Time to Time,when 
we have leiſure ro think beforehand and prevent them, 
theſe are to be reckoned as wilful Sins, nor as Failings. 
Eſpecially ſuch groſs Sins as Drunkenneſs, Whoredom, 
common Swearing or Lying, and the like, are not to be 


reckoned as Failings. Indeed whatever Sin a Man loves 


and pleads for and aſfows himſelf in, Is not a mcer _ 
ml. 
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The Chiiſtian Yonfito!, 
Mity, but a wilful Tranſgreſſion. A good Man hares all 
Sin as he does Sickneſs, and ſtrives and watches,and prays 
againſt it, He hates every falfe Way,and has a ReſpeC ro 
all God's Commands A true Chriftian Muſt be an entire- 
ly good Man, all of a Piece. © A great MarterI find it is 
with many People, that they do! wrong to no body, nor 
have any Malice in their Heart,and therefore they think 
themſelves in good Condition God-ward, Burt though 
this is one good Part of our Duty, yer it is but a Parr. 
We muſt alſo fee that we do nor wrong Almighty God 
and our own Souls by ſetting our Hearts chiefly on this 
World, by negleRiug his Worſhip and Service, by living 
in Exceſs or Unclearmeſs, or any: orher known Sin. We 


muſt be both pious roward God, loyal ro our Prince, ' 


Juſt and charitable ro our Neighbour, humble and ſober, 
every 'way holy and good, if we will approve ovr ſelyes 
to be Chriſtians indeed. He that wilfully offends in one 
Poine, and allows himſelf therein, ts guilry in effc& of 
breaking the whole Law : For he deſpiſes God's Aurho. 
rity 3 and-if he meets with the ſame Tempration, will 
commir any other Sin. And as is commonly and truly 
faid in this Caſe, one Srab, though but wirh-a Pen- knife, 
may wound-a Man as: mortally as ewenty Thruſts with a 
Sword ; fo one Sin loyed and delighted in, may damn a 
Man's Soul as.well as a thouſand, Fames 2. 10. 

Having thus endeayoured briefly ro remove your Oh. 
jetions and Miſtakes, I. do now again in the laſt place, 
come to enforce my Exhortation that you would ſeriouf- 
ly and ſtedfaſtly reſolve to caſt away every Sin, and moſt 
entirely devote your felves to. the leading ſuch a godly, 


' righteous and ſober Life, as you are bound ro- by your 


Chriſtian Bapriſm,. If you are tn diſpute with your ſelves, 
whether you ſhould reſolve upon ir, pray look over the 
Arguments before laid down, and ponder them in your 
Mind ; and then certataly you caonor but .own, that 1 
perſuade you to nothing but wharis yery juſt and realon- 


| able, and every Way for your greateſt Good: And if , 


you are convinced of this,then proceed forthwith to this 
pious Reſolution, withour trifling or delaying. The 
ſooner you do it, the ſafer ir is; and the bercter for 
you, Do not go on 1n Syn at preſent, on a Pretence, = 
you 
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you'll repent hereafter, when you are older,or when ye u 


come to be ſick,and to die. Do nor pur off the great Bu. 


ſineſs of Life ro the End of your Days, when you are nor 
ſure of Time or Strength, or of God's Aſſiftance, 'or Ac. 
ceptance of you. Do not plead the Exatnple of che Thief 
upon the Croſs : For his Caſe was nothing like yours 
that have long enjoyed the Offers of Grace and Mercy. It 
now from this preſent Time you will heartily and fincere- 
ly return to God, you have no Reaſon to deſpair of his 


Mercies, how many or great ſoever your Sins have been : 


Eut if you fiill perſiſt in Sin, preſuming upon God's 
Mercy hereafter, you have juſt Cauſe to fear, -thar this 
bold Preſumprtion,and horrid Abuſe of God's Grace,may 
end in vour eternal Ruin and Damnation. E 
Bur if you are willing now ſpeedily to enter upon this 
Reſolution and Purpoſe, then let me in a few Words far- 
ther dire you, by what Means you may render It firm 
and laſling,and may be beſt enabled ro perform the fame. 
. I, Andfirſt, I would adviſe: you to take the next Op- 
portunity ro confirm this holy Reſolution, ar the Table of 
the Lord, There ſolemnly renew your. Baptiſmal Vow, 
Dedicate and give up your felf to God the Father, Son 
and Holy Ghoſt; renouncing the Devil, the World and 
the Fleth, and all-choſe wicked Ways they would draw 
you to, more eſpecially thoſe Sins which you have been 
formerly moſt guilty of, Henceforch, let the Lord Jeſus 


| that bought you with his Blood,” be raken for your only 


Lord and Maſter, to govern you by his Spirit, and by 
his Laws, . as eyer you deſire and hope to be ſaved by his 


_ Death and Reſurreftion, And ufe frequently to think of 
this ſolemn Engagement, after you have made 1t : That 


ir may have due Force upon you,when you are 'tempred 
ro revo'r toany wicked Practice. Often repear the ſame 


berwixt God and your own Soul 3. and eſpecially renew. 


it by frequent Attcrdance on the holy Communion, there 
ſeeking for Grace and Strength from God, to walk in his 


holy Ways ftedfaſtly and conſtantly. 


I. Bur that brings me to a ſecond Direction, That you 


| ſhould nor reſolve upon all this, in a Confidence of your 


own Srrengih, bur in a moſt humble Dependence on the 
Grace of God, which he is cyer willing to beitow on ſuch 


as. 
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as (eek It earneſtly in the Way he has appointed, by a due 
Arrendance on the Mcans of Grace, the Word, Prazer 
and Sacraments Wherefore as you have Opportunity, at- 
tend carefully to the reading and hearing of his Word, azd 
Fid: it in your Hart, that you may not ſm againſt bim. And 
be very much in Prayer to God for his holy Spirit, to 
be given you tliro' his Son Jeſus, who will powerfully in- 
tercede for you, and make good his Promiſes to humble 
and devout Supplicants, Lube1r.13- Joh. 16. 23, 24. 
Whenever you are in danger, and are aflaulred by any 
Temptation to Sin,or are backward to what is good, then 
eſpecially pray fervcntly for quickning and ſtrengthening 
Grace, and your Prayers ſhall nor be in vain, ; 
ITI. To your Prayers add conftant Warchfulneſs over 
your ſclt at all Times, and in all Places and Companies, 
Watch over your Thovghts themſclves, and over jour 
Words and Ations, Saran Is. ever watching to deceive 
us,and there are many-Snares and Dangers in all our Ways, 
and ive have corrupt Natures,and ireacherous Hearts, and 
therefore had reed to be very watchful, to avoid all Oc. 
caſjons of Sin, as much as poſſible, ard to ſuppreſs the ve. 
ry firſt Beginnings. Think before-hand what Temptations 
you arc like to meet with, and forrtifte your ſelf agalnſt 
what you caanot ſhun, Do not wilfully run into Danger ; 
eſpecially, beware of bad Company, by which many are 
draivn back to their former Looſneſs. Be not led away 
by their Counſel or Ex2mple,nor be diſcouraged by their 
Jeers and Cenſures. Ute ofren to look back upon your 
AQions ;and if you have been drawn into any wilful Sin 
do not make alight watter of it, nor yer deſpair of Par. 
on,if you be truly peni tent, Wherefore,ſpeedily and car- 
neftly berake your ſelf to God by true Repencance, beg- 
ing Mercy for Chriſt's ſake,and more Grace to ſtrengthen 
and aſhiſt you, Renew your Purpoſes for Amendment of 
Life, and fer your Watch more ſtrialy for the furure, | 
IV. To quicken and engage you tothis Watchtfulneſs 3 
remember, that Almighty God is ever pzeſenr with YOu, 
and obſerves all your Ways, and takes great Delight 1n 
your Plety and Holineſs, bur is of purer Eyes than to be- 
hold the leaft Iniquiry wich any Pleaſure. Wherefore 
always walk as in the Preſence of this Holy God,whether 
you are alone, or In Company. V, Think 


on BM Sor wt I ee ti RAI > RS oe SAO ERS} 


$4 Mere. | _- 
py . 


6 . 
y; 
= 


| -; 
: 
4 vos 
by } 
08- 
; 
7 
> 
Fi | £ 
H ; 
c f 3 
. . 
IN F 
| 1 
ll 
\ 
[ 
Fi 
+ 
L | of 
4; f k 
| ' 
8 71 
uh 
: } 
\- I 
[4 
bl 
£ o 
: 


50 The CThiiltian Bonito. 


V. Think ofren, how near you ftand to another World, 
and what an Account you muſt give to God, of all-your 
Deeds done In the Body ; and ſo live now,as will be moft 
for your Comfort at Death and Judgmenr. 'When the 
Profirs and Pleaſures of Sin entice you,comparethem witch 
the eternal Joys which they will deprive you of and with 
the eternal Torments thqp lead ro. Think whether ever 
any Man by finning againft God, did gain ſomewhat thar 
is better than Heaven, or that is worth going to Hell 
for. Ler Eternity be very much in your Thoughts, 
and the fading Vanities of this World will have little 
Efteem with you. Ofren ponder of thoſe weighty 
Words of our Bleſſed Saviour, What will it we a 
a Man to gain the whole World,and loſe his own Soul ? Or what 
(hall a Man give in exchange for his Soul 2 Mark 8.36,37. 

Laſtly, inſtead of more DireCtion, ler me adviſe you to 
acquainr your ſelf with your Miniſter ; and conſult him 
za the great concernment of your Soul, as Men are wont 
to do the. Lawyer and the Phyficlan, In matters thar con- 
cern their Bodics and Eftares, Do not think ir enough 
to hear his Sermons in publick, bur rake Advice from him 
In private, and open to him the State and Caſe of your 
Soul,fo far as may enable him to give Tuch Dire&ions, as 
are moſt proper to your Condition. This eſpecially you 


ought to do, when you. firſt make Entrance upon an holy 


Life, and do firſt addreſs your ſelf ro the holy Communi- 
on; or when you are under any great Doubts, and Trou- 
ble of Mind , and are vexed with ſore Temprations, eji- 
ther of one ſort or other 3 or when you are ſet upon by 
ſuch thar would draw you away from our Church, elther 
ro Popery, or tc any other Set amongſt us, Then pre- 
fently berake your ſcifto your Minifter: And in theſe or 
the like Caſes, take Diretion from him, and be ſure to 
follow his wholeſome Counſel, and defire his Prayers to 
God for you. I know in large Parifhes, Miniflers are not 
able ro have a particular Knowledg of every Perſon ; bur 
yer allthar know the Worth of Souls, -and the Price thar 
was paid for them, will be ready to give Artendance to 
the meaneſt of their People, thar ſhall apply themſelves 
to them for Advice ard Comfort, and will be glad of all 
Opportunities to promote the Honour and _— of 

ter 
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their Sav &'ur, and the Good of precious Souls commit- 
ted to their Care, | 

And thus have I as plainly and as fully as I well could 
in ſo litcle Room, directed you in that holy Way which 
leads to eternal Glory 3 and have ſhewn you what great 
Reaſon you have to walk in that Way, and to continue 
therein to the End. Asto thoſe who deſire larger Dire. 
 Rions, next to rhe holy Scriprures ( which I beſeech you 
to read frequently with Humility and Sertouſneſs, eſpeci. 
ally the New Teftament. ) Next to them, I ſhall refer 
you only to that pious and moſt uſeful Book, The W:07z 
Duty of Man. And heartily 1 wifh,that every poor Fag< 
ly in the Kingdom,was furniſtd with one of thoſe Boo ks, 
rogether with a Bible and Common-Prayer- Book, which 
might all be purchaſed for much lets than five Shillings 3 
and therefore ir's great Pity rhey Thould be any where 
wanting. Though alas, I know, there are many Families 
of poor People, where none of chem read, and ſo Books 
to them are uſeleſs, Great Charity therefore it wou'd be 
for rich Landlords and Gentlemen, to ſee that the Chila 
dren of their poor Tenants and Neighbours be pur out co 
School ; and then ro beſtow at leaſt, Bibles vpon them, 
rhatthe Knowledg of God and Religion may be promoted 
amongſt them z which would make greatly for che Good 
and Welfare both of Church and State, For tho' Brain. 
fick Opinions and falfe Principles may make Men proud 
and Head- ſtrong, and troubleſome to their Governours, 
yet ſolid Knowledg and fincere Godlineſs will make Men 
humble and meek, quict and peaceable; obedient ro Ma- 
giſtrares and Miniſters, full of Charity to their Neigh- 
bours, and ready to every good Work. And 1 am ſure 
an Increaſe of this cruly religious Temper, would be one 
of the greateſt Ble(ſings rhar can be beſtowed upon this 
Earth, and woal1 ſettle Kingdoms, Towns and Families 
In Peace and Concord, which almoſt every where are di- 
vided amongſt rhemſzIves,as we!l as againſt one another: 
And by ſach bleſed Ef:&s of true Religion, ſom=ching 
of Heaven would be brought down upon Exrth, and our 
Souls would he well firced for Heaven, when we are called 
off from this Earth,into thoſe hapoy Regions above, where 
there is nothing elſe bur Peace and Halinels, and _ 
2 a0 
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52 The Chiltian Ponito!, . 
and Joy, And may it pleaſe God to blefs theſe plain and 
ſhort In'ruftion> for the enlightniag of any Minds wich 
chat Wiſdom from above, which 1s thus pare and peaceable, 
then ſhall T obrain my Deſign, and have great Cauſe to be 
thankful, And that the Reader may joyn with me in 
theſe Wiſhes, I have annexed hereto a Prayer for Grace 
to lead an holy Life. And if he will but add diligent En- 
deavours to frequetit and fervent Prayers, neicher his La- 
bour nor mine will be in vain, through the Grace and 
Bleſſing of Almighty God, from whom comes every good 
and pcrfe& Gift, to whom be given all Honour and Glo- 
Ty, both now and for ever, Amen. | 


A Grace before Meat. 


Lord we beſeech thee, forgive 14 all our Sins, and 
() bleſs us, and theſe thy good Creatures for our uſe, and 
help w to live and ſerve thee, the giver of all Good, for 
Fefru Chriſt his ſake. > Amen. 


A Grace after Mear. 


Lora make 1 truly thankful for theſe and all other 

thy Mercles ; and as we are maintained by thy Bounty, 
help us to live to thy Ronour and Glory, for Feſus Chrift his 
ſake. Amen. a 


A Prayer coming into Church. | | 
— ns O Lord, in all our Doings with thy Grace ; . 


and grant that our coming together at thus time may 
be for the better, aud not for the worſe, for Jeſus Chriſt his 
ſake. | 
After Sermon. 


Rant, Theſeech thee, Almighty Gid, that the Words 

which 1 have heard this day with my outward Ears, 

may through thy Grace be ſo grafted inwardly in my Heart, 

that they may bring forth in me the fruit of good living, to 

the Honour and Praiſe of thy Name, through Jeſus Chriſt 
eur Lora, ; 


A Prayer 


-In'tieaven, 1 am ſully convinced, that it is both my + 


A: Prayer for the Aſſiſtance of God's Grace, in order to” * 
the leading an Holy Life. | 
Nore, Thx Prayer may be likewiſe uſed in the Family + 
Morning and Evening, adding we inſtead of I, our” 


I 


in/lead of my, and us inſtead-of me. 


'D Moſt Holy, and ever bleſſed Lord God, T do 


humbly caſt down my ſelf before thee, acknow- 


 ledging and lamenting my own Sinfulneſs, and ear- 


neltly begging thy Grace and Mercy rhroughy the 
Lord Jeſus, our only Mediatour and Advocate. J 
confeſs, O God, I am a vile Sinner, polluted from 
the very Womb ; bur ſince I came to the ule of my 
Reaſon, I bave defiled my ſelf with many wiltul and 
hainous Tranſgreflions. I have ſadly neglected thy 
Service, and diſhonoured thy Name, and have been 
greatly wanting in thoſe Duties which I owe to thee 
my God.to my Neighboar, and ro my own Soul ; and 


| have not lived in ſfach a Godly, Righreons, Charira. 


ble and Sober Manner, as I ought to have done : Bar 
bave often acted contrary tro my own Reaſon and 
Conſcience, and to the plain Preceprs of rhy Word ; 
and contrary tro my own Promites and Vows: for ' 
berter Ob2dience. O Lord, give me a clear fight 6f 
my Sins, and ſuch'a deep Senſe of the Evil of my 
ways, that my Heart may be truly humbled, and 
broken in the remembrance thereof. - And fcr the 
Lord Jeſus's ſake, who died for Sinners, be mercifn! 
ro me, O Father of Mercies, pardon all my Iniqui- 
rtes,and ler them not be remembred againſt me ro my 
Condemnation, either in this World or that ro come, 
Nor is it only Pardon thar I beg, bur molt earneſtly 
1 deſcech thee by thy Holy Spirir, to lanCtifie me 
both in Body and Soul, that being made Pure and 
Holy in Heart and Life, I may ferve thee diligertly - 
2!l.my Days on Farrh, and fo may enjoy-rhee for cyer 


Day 


A” Prayer... 
Dury and Happineſs to fear and ſerve thee, the great” 
and glorious G od, who haſt made me and redeemed 
me, and hitherto gracioufly preſerved me. ] acknow- 
ledge thy Service tobe perfect Freedom, and all thy 
Laws r&be holy, juſt and good. Wherefore I defire 
utterly to renounce and forſake every evil Way, and 
moſt entirely devote my felf to ſerve and pleaſe 
thee in Newnels of Life. Burt thou, O Lord, know- 
et the Weakneſs and Corruption of my Nature;and , 
how by evil Cuſtoms, I bave madg my ſelf more 
prone to Sin, more backward to thar which is good. 
© do thou throughly change my Nature by thy 
Grace ,thar Imay hate and abhor all Wickedneſs,and 
rake delight in the Ways of Piety and Holineſs. -Let 
a0 unmorrified Luſt remain in my Soul ; bur do thou. 
yurifie and clenſe me from Pride and Covetouineſs, 
from Eavy and Malice, and from all impure and ſen- 
{nal Aﬀections-and Deſires, and enrich me with ali 
the Graces of thy holy Spirit. Give me ſuch a clear ; 
EXnowledge of thy-infinite Goodneſs; and of all rhy 
glorious Perfections, that I may eyer humbly admire 
and and adore thee, and love thee with all my Heart 
Soul, and cleave to thee as my only Portion, prefer- 
ring thy Favour before all the Enjoymemts of this 
World. Help me always firmly to rruſt in thee,and+ - 
freely to Ieaveall my Afairs to thy Wiſe and gracious 
Providence, abſolutely re6gning-my Will ro thy holy 
Will in all things. Make me truly thanktul for all 
thy Mercies, and patient-under afflictions. By thy 
teaching ler me learn to be content in all Eſtates and 
Conditions. And good God, ſuffer me nor in the 
greateſt Difficulties and Dangers to diſtruſt thy Mer- 
cies, or take any unlawful Courſe for my Relief. 
] beg from thee my daily Bread, and beſeech thee to 
give me an Heart well ſatisfied with what thou ſeeſt 
moſt convenient for me. Give me ſuch a Spirit of 
Piety and Devotion, that I-may take great De- 
iight 10 thy Worſhip and Sexvice,both in publick and 
Private, 


APrayer. | 
private.. - Fill'me with ſuch Love to my bleſſed Savi- 
our,and with ſuch thankfulnefs for his love in dying - 
for Sinners, that I may go with more Delighr to the © 
Holy Communion, for the good of my Soul, rhan - 
ro the richeſt Feaſt that is made for my Body. 

Help me, O God to ſhew my Love to thy bleſſed * 
Self, by true Love and Charity ro my Neighbours, 
Make me tractable and obedient ro my Governours, 
both inChurch andState, peaceable and gentle towards - 
all Men,dealing with them ſo juſtly and truly,as I my 

{elf defire to be dealt wich. Make me tender and com-- 
paſſionare,and ready todo all the good I can to others: 
And let thy Grace enable me freely to forgive thoſe 
that do evil to me, as I my ſelf hope for mercy and ' 
forgiveneſs from thee, my God. And help me always : 
ro live ſoberly and temperately,purely and chaſtly in 
Heart and Life ;and with great meekneſs and humilt - 
ry,in the ſenſe of my own unworthineſs and manifold * 
imperfections. | 

O Lord,grant that my Hearr may be fill'd with ear-" 
neſt longings and detires after thoſcGraces, which now - 
with my Lips I pray for ; and help me ro ſhew my - 
ſincerity, by diligent endeavours, daily to grow in all ' 

Grace and Goodneſs, and ro perfect Holineſs in thy 
Fear. Make me watchful over my ſelf, and all my - 
ways, that I may carefully avoid all occaſions of fin, 

and may check the firſt motions thereto in my own : 

Heart, Keep me always deeply ſentible of thy Pre- - 

ſence, that I may walk humbly with thee my God * 

and approve my ſelf to thee in well-doing. Wean my * 

Heart from all things here below, and prepare me 

for my departure hence into a better World. Help me ' 

always tolive in ſuch a Religious and Holy manner ay: 
will be moſt for my Comfort at Death and Judgment, 

Strengthen my Belief of the precious Promifes, and ' 

dreadful Threatnings of the Goſpel ; and ler this Be- - 

lief rule and govern me in my whole Converſation.O 

that I may never be guilty of ſo much folly and mal + 

” NC:3 
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A Prayer. 


neſs, as to loſe the eternal and unſpeakable Joys of 
 Heaven;and throw my ſelf into the eternal Torments 

of Hell, for any of the Profirs or Pleaſures of Sin thar 
are bur'tor a moment. Do thou, O'Lord, by thy ho- 

ly Spirit, ever keep'upon my Mind ſuch a freſh and 
lively ſenſe of the reaſonableneſs of Religion, and of 
the miſchief and folly of alt Sin and Wickedneſs, thar 
n0 Temprarions of Satan , no Alluremenrs of the 
World or the Fleſh, may hinder me trom my Duty, - ; 
nor draw me into any xnown Sin ; bur do thou ever * 
| frengthen and a{liſt me by thy Grace, and guide me 
by thy Counlel, till. thou fhalt bring me to thy ſelf 
in Glory. 

Neither do I pray for my. ſelf alone, bur for all 
Mankind, beſeeching thee to fend the Light of rhy | 
Goſpel into all rhe dark Corners of the Earth ; and. | 
grant, that they whodoenjoy ir, may walk in all holy, | 
obedience thereto, Be merciful ro theſe Kingdoms: 
pardon our Sins, and reform ns from them, Heal ait | 
our Diviſions ; centinue our Mercies, and make us * |; 
ruly thankful for chem. Bleſs the King's Majeſty, | 
with the Royal Family, and all thoſe that are in Au- | 
thority under him ; and:prant to us and all his Sub- 
jects, Grace to lead quiet and peaceable Lives in all | 
Godlineſs and Honeſty. Blefs rhe Miniſters of thy 
holy Word and Sacraments, -and-make them very | 
Diligent, and very Succeſsful in. their Endeavours: : 
Help us to bring ſuch Fruit from the Bleflings we en-. 
Joy, that thy Goſpel, and the Ordinances thereof 
may be continued to us, and to the Generation after 
us. Shew mercy toall that are afflicted, whether in 
Soul or Body ; and preſervethoſe that travel on their | | 
Jawful Occaſions, by Land or by Sea. Bleſs all'my | 
Friends and Relations, particularly all that belong. | 
to this Family ; and help us all to live in the Fear 
and Love of thee our God, and in Peace and Charity 
one With another, Let thy Blefſing and good Preſence 
be with me thy unworthy Servant, now and at all 
| times? 


A Prayer. 
rimes, at my down lying and up-rifing, in my going: 


. our and coming in, be thou my God and my Guide, 


even to the Death ; and my eternal Portion, when 
Time ſhall be no more. 

And accept, O God, of my unteigned defires, ro 
bleſs and praiſe thy glorious. Name, for all thy Mer 
cies and Favours ro my ſelf, and to all Men: I bleſs. 
thee for my Reaſon and Senſes, my Health ard 
Strength, Food and Raimenr, and. all the Comforts. 
of this Life ; bur above all, I praiſe thee for thine 
ineftimable Love in the Redemption of the World 
by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for all the means of Grace, 
and for the hope of Glory. And I beſeech thee, give 
me that due Senſe of all thy Mercies, that my Heart 
may be unfeignedly thankful, that I may ſhew forth 
thy Praiſe, not only with my Lips, bur in my Life, by 
giving up my ſelf ro thy Service, and by walking bes- - 
fore thee in Holineſs and: Righteouſneſs all the Days 
ofimy Life, through Jekus Chriſt our Lord ; in whoſe 
moſt holy Name and Words, I continue to Pray as 


he hath raughr us in his Goſpel, ſaying : | 


O U R Father which art in Heaven, Haſlowed be thy 
Name ; thy Kingdom come ; thy Will be done on 


Earth as it is in Heaven ; Give us this day our daily 


Bread ; Forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that 
treſpaſs againſt us; And lead us not into Temptation ; 


But deliver us from Evil ; For thine is the Kingdom, and 


the Power, and the Glory, for ever and ever. Amen; 


The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; the Love of 
God, and the Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſtz be with 
me: now and eyermore, Amen, 
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Books Printed for, ard Sold by S, Manſhip, at the 
Ship #z Cornhil, zear the Royal-Exchange. 


A Treatiſe of Sacramental Covenanting with 

Chriſt : Shewing the Ungodly rheir Contempr 
of Chriſt, in their Contempr of rhe Sacramental Co- 
venanting. With a Preface chiefly deſigned for the 
Satisfaction of Diflenters ; and to exhort all Men to 
Peace and Unity. The Fourth Edition, 8% Price 


bound » s. 


An Explication of the Creed, the Ten Command-- 


ments and the Lord's Prayer; with the Addition of 
fome Forms of Prayer. Price 1 s. 6 d. 

A Dialogue betwixt Two Proteſtants ( in Anſwer 
ro a Popiſh Catechiſm, called, 4 ſhort Catechiſm againſt 


the Seftaries.) Plainly ſhewing, that the Members - 


of the Church of England are no Sectaries, bur rrue 
Catholicks ; and that our Church is a ſound Part of 
Chriſt's Holy Catholick Church. In 89. Price 1 s. 6d. 
Poerick Miſcellanies. In 8*, Price 1 5.6 d. 
The Chriſtian Monitor. Containing an Exhorta- 


tion to a Holy Life. Price 3.d. Thoſe that are Cha- 
ritably diſpoſed may have them for 20 s. the Hun- - 
_ dred, 
All Five written by the Reverend Fo. Rapwlet, B.D. 


Author of the Chriſtian Monitor, 


M— 


A Collection of Miſcellanies, conſiſting of Poems, 


 Effays, Diſcourſes and Letters. In large 8. 


Theory and Regulation of Love ; a Moral Effay, 


in Two Parts : To which are added Letters Philoſo- - 


Phical and Moral, between the Author and Doctor 
More. Fhe Second Edition, In 8*, 

Practical Diſcourſes upon the Beartirudes of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, To which are added 
Reflections upon a late Eflay concerning Human Un- 
derſtanding, Vol,I, The Third Edition, In large 8*. 
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Books Sold by S. Manſhip. 


Practical Diſcourſes upon ſeveral Divine Subjects 
Vol..11, 1H, 1V. In $2. 

An Account of Reaſon and Faith, in Relation to 
the Myſteries of Chriſtianity. 82. 

Lerrers Philoſophical, Moral, and Divine, to the 
Reverend Mr.F. Norris,with his Anſwers. In large $9. 

Treatiſes upon ſeveral Subjects, formerly Print- 
ed Single, now Collected into one Volume, w:z, 
I; Reaſon. and Religion. IT. Reflections upon the 
Conduct of Humane Life. III. The Charge of 
Schiſm continued, IV. Two Treatiſes concerning 
Liivine Light. V. Spiritual Councel, or the Father's 
Advice to his Children. | 

All Written by the Reverend Mr. Fohn Norrs, 
Redtor of Bemerton near Sarum. 
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An Eflay concerning Humane Underſtaning, in 
Four Books : The Third Edition with large Additi- 
ons: By John Lock Gent. 

Practical Diſcourſes on the Parables of our Bleſ. 
ſed Saviour: By F. Brape Vicar of Hitchin in Hert- 
fordſhare. | 

A New Voyage into I:a{y, with neceffary Inftru- 
Ctions for thoſe who undertake the ſame. By Maxi. 
lian Miſſon. In 2 Vol, Done our of French, and il- 
luftrared with Sculptures. | = 

The Roman Hiſtory, from the building of the City. 
to the perfect ferrlemenr of the Empire by Auguſtus 
Ceſar, ro Conſtantine the Great. In Two Vol. By L, 
Echard, A. M. 

A Compleat Body of Chymerical Operations, con- 
taining the while Practice of Surgery, with Obſer- 
vations and Remarks upon each Caſe : Amongft 
which are inſerted, the ſeveral ways of delivering 
Women in Natural and Unnatural Labours. By M. 
De La Varſuien, M.D. and Intendant of the Royal _ 
Hoſpita! abour Pars.Done into Engliſhin 8*.bound 65, . & 

Reflections on the good Temper and fair:Dealing 
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Do Books Sold; by'S. Manſbip. 
| of the Animadyerter.upon Dr, Sherlock's Vindicati- 
5 on of the Holy Frinity. a | pe” 


Moral Eflays : Contained in ſeveral Teatiſes on 
many Important Dunes. [Written in French by Me/- 
fieurs du Port Riyal; Engliſhed by a Perſorr of Quality. 
The Third Edition with Amendmens. In 4. Vol. 
$9, Price.10 5, | 
Chriſtian Conferences, . demonſtrating the Fruth 
of . the Chriſtian Religion. and Morality. By Fa. 
Malebranch, | ; | 
A Sermon concerning the Excellency and Uleful- - 
neſs of the Com. Prayer. By 7. Bever:dg. The Cha- 
| ritably diſpoſed may have them for 20 5. a hundred, 
; His Sermon before the Queen. 
—- Practical Diſcourſes upon ſeveral Subjects. Vol. x. 
| Practical Diſcourſes on Obedience and the Love 
of God, Vol. II. 
The Chriſtian Life,wherein is ſhew'd I. The 7/orth 
and Excellency of the Seul. I1.The Divinity and Incarna- 
tion of our Saviour, III. The Authority of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. IV. 4 Diſſuafrve from Apoſtacy. Vol. 5. and\Lait. - 
All Three by Fohn Scot, D. D. late Rector of St, 


Gzles's in the Fields, 

A Sermon before %: M28, Trading -to the 
Levant-Seas. By Edmund Chiſhull, Fellow of C. C. . 
Col. in Oxon. In 4®. . 

The Revolution ſuſtified from Principles of Reaſon 
and Scripture, In 4?, 

A Lerter to a Friend concerning the Nature of the 
Divine Perſons in the Holy Trinity. In.4*.. 

Of Wiſdom. In Three Books, Written Orignally 
; in French by the Szeur. de Charron. . Engliſhed by 
- G, Stanhope, D. D. In two Vol. 87. Price bound 12 5. 

- A Relation of a Voyage made in the years 1695, 
1696, 1697. on the Coaſts of Africa, &c. by the Sieur 
x Proper, Nluſtrated with divers {trarge Figures,drawn, 

>_ x0 the Lie. EO a | 

\_ \ © The Compleat Horſeman: By.the,S;eur de Solleyſell 
\, "Poglibed by Sir 72, Pape, in, bolia,prige boupd 2+ 5: 
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